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PLATFORM OF 
‘2 CHURCH DISCIPLINE 


GATHERED OUT OF THE WORD OF GOD: 
eAND AGKEED UPON BY THE ELDERS: 
AND MESSENGERS OF THE CHURCHES 


ASSEMBLiD IN THE SYNOD: AT CaP RIEGE 
IN NEV ENGLAND 


WY 
Mace 
at og ¥ 


ec dilate 


8 
Aes 


To be prefented to the Churches and General! Court 
for their confideration and acceptance, 
in the Lord» 


The Eighth Moneth Anno 1649 
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PGI: 84.1. How amiable are thy Tabernacle O Lord of Hofts? 

Pal: 26.8. Lord / have loved the habitation of thy houfe G& the 
place where thine honour dwelleth 

Pfal: 27. Ao Que thing have I deft red of the Lord that will I fe eR 
after, that I may dwell in the houfe of the Lord all the Be) 
a ys of my lifeto behold the Beauty of the Lordy ta “ems 
inquire Wm bis uid 3 @ 


eras 


etd at (Cambridge by § G in New Sngland 
ae and are to be fold at Camsbridze and Boston 
| winno Dom: 16496 
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Our Churches bive, as (ly the greece of Chr fi) wee beleive C profifs the fume. 
Dotiv.ne of the trneth of tbe Gespell, which cenerally 18 rece: vedin all ibe- rifrmcd ] 
Charches of Chit8t in Enrope :  feefpectuly, wee defire not to wary fi ov the cottring gz 
ef fail, cp ivuth held forth by the cherches of our Hat.Ve Count, « For though i ile . 
not one nalive country, that canlreed vs cl of ene mind 3 nor oe hit wee for ‘ohide 
ibe Sgtestn fauh of cur Lerd jefus wih ehid of perfuns. “yet as Paul who was 
hin felf ales profeffed to hold forth ihe dcctrine of pe firficaticn by} faith CF of the 
relurceiion of the deecy accorcirg as be-kuiw his godly countrymen did, who were 
Aewes by nature ( Galui e215. Aus 26.6,7.) oe wee, who are ly NALUYE s Bye 
Eng! fh men, dee afive io bold. fe ‘th the fome ucttrine of religion ( cSfecially 1% @ 
finde mentalls which wee (ce & knew to be lela by the churches of Euglatd s aces 
cording tothe truth ape Gospel s 
The niove wee difcerr, ( that which wee doe, & have caufe to doe wih inceffant @ 
ourn.ng & trembling ) be wiki ne' so usbrotherly , > unchriftian contertions of 
eur godly brethren 9 count’ rymcn in matters of churchegovernment 2 the more ers 
sn ftl ly doe wee ho to fee them joyincd together in one common fatih, & our felres 
with then. Ed this end, having per fed the public. confeff on of faith agreca Z 
pon Ly th: Reverend affemtly of aD vines vate efiminfrer > & find ng the Summ g 
> fulfiance theref ( in matters of dotirine ) ta ‘exe not ibsic own judgements 
oily 5 ut onrs ue and being naval called “pon by our goaly Afag flrat:s, to 
drury “pa poli b coufifficn of that faith , which is conft ata: ly tauchi 57 generays 
rr ofeffed amon: fius, wee thought good to prefcut unto them, sath thean to our 
churches 53 with themta all the charches of Chrift abroad eur profeffed c he cath ip 
aflint reais the whole conf ffi 04 C7 faith { for fabfiauce of actirine aykuh 
he Repevend affembly | br fined toibe Rel oe Menonratle Parlin. et of Englatie.? 
Excepling only sme feel ons im the 25 Cre RE GEES Gah Ch bapters of their conf fons oe 


ORCI pitts of Cou: rover fie 12 ChxTCA-a! fe pi > Louch: uy which 3 Wee wefere aay 
ef 2 {elves 
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felves to the draught of charch-difepline i the crf: weg treatifes oe 
~ Thetruzh of what we bere declare, may appear by the. whan mous Vote of the: Synod 
of the Elders & meffengers oj ,04r churches. affembled at Cambritg, the last of the 
- fixth month , 164.8 :w9-ch joyntly paled in thefe words 3 This Synod having per- 
uled, Sétanfidered ( with much gladaels of heart, & thankfullnefs to God ) the 
céfe(fion of faith publifhed of late by the Reverend Affembly in England, doe 
judge it to be very holy, orthodox, & jud.cious in all matters of faith : & doe 
therfore freely & fully confent therunto , for the fubftance therof. Oily inthote 
things which have reipe& to church government & difcipline, wee refer our 
felyesto the platform of church-difcipline, agreed upon by this prefent affébly: 
& doe therfore think it meet, that this confeflion-of faith, fhould be cémend- 
edtothe chuices of Chrift amongft us, & to. the Honoured Court, as worthy. of) © 
their due confideration & acceptance. Howbeut, wee may not conceal, that the 
dottrine of vocation expref[edin Chap 10S Le F [immearuy vepeated, Chap 13. 
8. E . paffed not without fome debate » Yet. confidering, that the term of vocation, 
others by whichitis defcribed, are capable of a large, or more firth fenfe, & #fe, and 
that. it is not intended to bind apprehenfions precifely im point of order or method » 
there hath been a general conde{cendency therunto . : 
_ Now by thiscoar profeffed confent & free concurrence with them in all the dottri- 
nalls of religion, wee hopes it may, appear to the world, that as wee area remnant of 
the people of the fame nation with them : [0 wee are profesfors of thd fame common 
faith, & fellovy-heyres of the fame common falyation . Tea moreover as this our pro- 
felfion of the (ame. faith with them, will exempt us ( even in their judgmets) from {u[- 
picion of herefy : [0 ( wee truft) it may exempt us inthe like fort frome {1 nspicion of 
{chil : that though wee are forced to diffent from. them in matters of church-di{c1- 
line : Yet our diffent is not taken up out of arrogancy of SBuwit in our felves ( whons 
they [ee willingly condefe cend to learn of them: ) neither 03 ut carryed with uncharitabie 
cenforioufne[s towards them ( both which are rhe proper, Ch effentiall charratters of; 
fihifm ) bat in meckinyj of w {dons as wee walk, along with them, & follow thems. 
as they follow Chrift: [0 where wee conceiy a aifferent apprebention of the mind of 
Ghrifi ( as it falleth oat m [ome few pocnts toxcaing church-order ) wee ftill referve 
dee reverence to them ( whom wie judge to be , through Chy.ft, the glorious. lights 
of bork nations :) & only crave leave (as i jpirit wee are bound ) to follow the Lamb 
witherfoever he goeth, & (after the Apofties example) as wee beleive, fo wee [peaks 
. And if the example of fuch poor ontcafts as ovr felves, might prevaile tf not with 
ali{ for that were too great a bleffing to hope for) yet with fome or other of oar brethren 
in England, (0 farr as they are come to mind (> fpeake the fame thing with fuch as. 
diffent froms them, wee hopein Cheift, 4 wold nat onely smoderate the harfl judging. 
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and condemning of one Another is fuch differences of judgmsent,as may be foundin the “he 


-choyfeff faints : bier alfo preven (by the mercy of Chrift ) the per:ll of the dsftrattion 
> defiruttion of all the churches in both Rngdoms Otherwife, if brethren fhall goe 
on tobite @ devoure oné another, the cIpoftle feavea ( as weealli, with [idne[s of hears 
doe )st will tend tothe confining of them , © ud all? which the Lord prevents." * 

Wee are not ignorant, that ( bejides thefe afpertions of Herefy @ Sub s(o) other 


exceptions allo ave taken at our way Oj church-goveriment : bur (as wee conceive) 


upon as little groune « . ; 

As x That by admitting none into the fellow fh'p of out Church, bee faints 
by calling, wee Rob many par.th- churches of their beft menibers, to make up 
one of our congregations :which is not only, to gather churches out of churches 
(athing unheard of in Scripture :) but al to weaken the hearts & bands of the 
ett Minifters in the parifhes, by difpoyling them of their beft hearers » 

2 ~ ‘That wee provide no courle for the gayning, & calling in,of ignoratity 
&erronious; &.{candalous perids, whom wee refufe to receive into our churclte 
es, & fo exclude fromthe whollom remedy of church-difcipline. 
3. That in our way, wee fow feeds of divifton “& hindrance of edificatio 
in every family : whil{t admitting into our churches only voluntaries, the hulbad 
will be of one church, the wife of another : the parents of one chureb, the chil- 

“dren of another. the maifter of one church, the fervants of another. And {fo the 
parents & maifters being of different churches from their children & fervants » 
they cannot take ajuft account of their profiting by what they heare, yea by this 
meanes the hufbands, parents, 8& maifters, {hall be chargable to the maintenace 
of many other churches, & church- officers, befides their own : which will prove 

-atharge & burden unfapportable . | 
But for Anfwer,astotne [ivSte For gathering churches ont of churches, wee CAB~ 
not faysthatst isa thing unbeard of 1 Scripture « The fit chriftian church was 
gatiered out of the jewifh church, @ out of many Synagogues in that church 5 
confified partly of the Inhabitants of leru[alem, partty of the Galileans : veho'thongh 
they Rept fome communion in fome pacts of publick wor hip wath the Temple: yet 

neither did they frequent the Sacrifices, nor ‘repair to the Sanedrim for the determine 
ang of thew charch-caufes : but kept entire conflant communion with the Apofiles 
church in all the ordinances of the gojpell e And for the firft chriftian church of the 

Gentiles.at Antoch, it appeareth to have been gathered @ conflated partly of the 

difperfed brechren of the charch at. Lerufalem | wherof fome were men of Cypruss 
and Cyrene) & partly of the beleiving Gentiles. AGtS.1L 620,216 | 

If it be faids the firft chriftian church at*Terufalem, & that at Antioch were 
gathered not out of any chriftian chureb, but out of the Jewifh Temple and 

aaa eyho 


ee ee iT serge 
Synagogues, which. were fhartly after tu be abolithed: & their gathering to : 
Antioch, was upon occafion of dilperfioa in time of perlecution . eae 
Wee dcfire, it may be confidered, & That the members of the fewrjh Church were 
wsore firongly and jiraitlp tyed by expre{s holy covenant, to keep fedowfhip with rhe 
dewifh church, till it was abolifhed, then any members of chriffian parifh-churches 
are wont to be tyed tokeep fellowfhip with ther par fhechurches. The € Picopalt 
Canon: 5 whith bind themto attend ontheier parifh church, it ss likely they a-e now 
abol.fhed with the Ep:fcopacy » The common Law of tht Landis fatisfy:d( wu wee 
conciue ) ifthey attend upon the worfhip of God in any otber church though not withis 
thesr own parifhe Butno {uch like covenant of God, nor any other religious tye Lyevhe 
spon them to attend the wor flip of God in toe own par fh church , as did Lye mpuis 
“the Lewes to attend xpon the worfhip of God in their Temple and Synagogues » 

2 Tough the Lew:[h Temple Church at. Terufalem was to be abol; ifhec!, yer 
that doeth not make the defertion of st by the members, tobe lavpfeall, till it was abo! th. 
eco Future abolition ts no warrant for prefent defertio : unlefs it be lawefull nome cafe 
wh L ft the chuichts yet in prefent Starding to defert its towitt, either for avo yding of 

sprefent polutions, or for hope of greater ed:fication, and fo for better fats: faétion to, 
6on[cience in either future events (or foresight of then) to not d.folve prefent relation”, 
Elfe wives, children, fervants, mught defert their bifoands, parents , maffers , whn 
thy be mortally fick,» zi 1 | 
3» Waat the members of the Lewifh chereh did, in joyamg tothe chirch th 


Antiochs in time of perfecution, it may well be concived, the mempuers of any chriftian 
_chareh may dothe bk, for farssfnttion of confcience . Peace of confcience ts more 


defirable, then the pew ¢ of the outward man :and freedome from [eruples 
# more comortalle ta a jincere heart, then freedome from perfécutior , 


Ifit be faid, thefe members of the Chriftian Church at Ierufalem,; that joyi 


of confeece 


.@dtothechurch at Antioch; removed their habitations together with their ré- 


Jat ons : which f che brethzen of the congregationall way would doe, it wold 
much abate the grievance of their departure from their presbyter.all churches, 
Wee verily could w fo ihem fo to does as well approving the LRevemovall of h« 
ditatiot’s ncafeof changing church=-elatians ( provided, that it may be done wi bose 
too much detriment to their outward effates) nd wee for oxr partes, have dme tie 
fone. But to pata neceffi y of removall of habstation in [ach acaf? , it ws to foment 


and cher ifh a corrupt pringiple of making civil cohabitation, if not a formal canfe, 
yet at leaft a proper adyuntt of church-relation 3 which the truth of the Gobel docth 


wot ackuowledg « Now to foment an errour to the prejadice of the trueh of tbe Gola 
pell 1s nat to walke with arighe foot according tothe truth of the GcPel; ds Pusl 
jeageth, Galat,2.I4¢6 ° 


: 4 Wee 


b gcatapiine The Prefiew [54 ate 
2 & > Wee da not think it meet, or [2fe, for a menber of a pre[byteriall Church; 
 forinwith to defert bis relation to his Cnurch , betake himfelf to the feloufhip of a 
| Longregatwnall Church »though he may afcern {O96 Ke ject sn the eftate, or Loverine 
_ wacnt of (218 oWwne » eeatgtt ad | et 
For 1 FaithfullnefS of brotherly. love in Church-relation, requireth, that 
the members of the Church fhould firft convince their brethren of their finfull. 
defects, & duely wait for their reformation, before they depart from them. For 
if wee mutt take fuch a courfe for the healing of a priyate brother ina way of 
brotherly love, with much mecknefs, & patience : how more more ought wee 
foto walk with like tendrnefs, towards a whole church » | 
Again 2. By the hafty departure of found members froma defective church, 
teformation is not promoted, but many times retarded, & corruption increafed, 
~Wheras on the contrary, while fincere members breathing after purity of refor- 
mation abide together, they may ( by the bleffing of God upon their faithful 
endeavours ) preyaile much with their Elders, & neighbours towardsa reformas 
fon it may be, fo much, as that their Elders intheirown church fhall receive 
none tothe Lords table, but yifible faints: & inthe Claffis fhall put forth na 
authoritive a@ , but confulrative only ) touching the members of other churches: 
or touching their own, but withthe confent ( 4ilét confent at leaft ) of their owa 
‘Church : which two things, if they: can cbteyn with any humble, meek , holy, 
faithfull endeavours, wee cOceiy; they might ( by the grace of Chrift find libers 
ty of confcience to. continue their relation with their own presbyteriall church, 
w.thouticcuple..., ; | | sot 
5. Det to adda word.farthers touching ibe gathering of, Churches, out. of 
Churches, what 1 { there were no expres exampie of {uth athing extant inthe Stripe 
tares P.that which.wee are wont.to-a nj wer-the Antipaavbaprifts y may [uffice bear : 12 #3 
piaoughs if any ev.dence therof may v6 gathered fiom yuft-cofequenc of Scripture lights 
Doter wimes his judge: cence: ning this cafe, peffeth( for ought wee knevy) without 
excep 10, which he gave nhis A. bocke of Cte Gc¢ in Arf to? Qa: Cihe Numi6. 
_ Ifany (faith he) wronged-with pout vexation, or providing forhis own ‘edi- 
jeat.6 or in teftimony. againft-{i depart-from a church-where fome evils. are 
ollerated, & joyn himfelf.to another. more pure, yet without codemning: of 


he church he leaveth, he isnot therfore to be held as a {chifmatick, of'as guilty, 
fany other finns Were the Tripdi tite. d {junition y.which, the Jud Cictes 
Docter putteib, declareth the lawfallne( gy the depacsutre of a Church=-menber frou, 
s church, when either through Wwearynes of unjufl-vexation,or.in way of previfion for 
Ss OWN Cdsfication, or in teflimony againft finn, be joyterh bimfelf to andi her Com rego 
on more reformed ¢ Anny one of thefeyhe jrageth a jaf oLavg fell canfe of depadetunes 
et ua ihe de) 


Sf  Thvugh alt of hem hot concterr together Neither will fuch 4 prallife diffayle 


the beft Wimifters of the par ifhes of therr-beff bearers « te 
For x Somtimes the Minifters themfelves are willing.to joyn with their 
better fort of hearers, in this way of reformation: & then they & their hearers 
continue ftil their Church relation topether,' yea & confirmit more ftraitly & 
ficongly, by anexprefs renewed covenants thoneh che Minifters may ftill conti- 
nue their wonted preaching to the whole parrifh. , 
2 Bethe Minifters do diflike the way of thofe, whom: they otherwife 
count their’ beft members, & fo refufe to joyn with them therin 5 yet if thofe 
members can procure fome other Minifters to joyn with them in their own way, 
Re {till continue their dwelling together in the fame town, they may~eafily or- 
derthe times of the publick affembly, as to attend conftantly upon the minittcy 
‘oftheir former Church : & either after or before the public k affembly of the pat- 
ith, take an opp »rtuaity to gather togetaer for the adainiftratid of Sacraméts, 
Be Cenfures, & other church ordinances amongftt themfelves . *The firft‘Apofto- 
lick church affembled to hear’ the word with the ‘Jewifh churchin theopen 
courts of the Temple: bat-afterwards gathered together for breakin, of bread, 
& other acs of church-order , from houle’ to onleks Us 3k Sea re 
» 3 “Suppofe; Prefbyteriall churches fhould cémunicate fome of their beft 
gifted members towards the erecting & ‘gathering of another church ¢ it-would 
sot forthwith be their detriment, but may be their enlargment. It is the: moft 
aoble & perfec work of a living creature ( both in nature 8 grace ) to: propa- 
gate, & multiply his Kind: & it is the honour of the faithfull {poule of Chrift, to 
fer forward the work of Chtift as well abroad as at-home. The church in Cante 
the $..to help forward her little fifter-church, was willing to part with her 
choyfe-materialls, even beames of Cedar, & fuch pretious living ftones , as weet 
Gtto builda Silver palace. In the fame book , the church is compared fome- 
time to a garden, fomtimetoan orchard, Cant’. 4.12, 13+ No man planteth 
a garden , ot orchard , but: feéketh to get the choyleft herbes, & plaits ‘of his 
acighbours , & they freelyiiipart thei <‘nor doe they accoatira {poyle'to their 
gardens, 6¢ orchards, but rathet a glory « Neverthelels wee go not {o fatr swe 
seither feck, sior afk the ‘choyfe-members of the’ patifhes’ but accept them 
being offeted.) oj herebtiaierte: esoae Ce: dae 
If it be faid, they are not offered: by the AL iniffers , nor by the pari(b churcke: 
who bave most right in them ) but-only by themfelves a Sets 
* Temay juftly be demannded, what right, or what powr have either the mini: 
fiers, or parifh church over them“ Not by folemn church covenant: for that. 
though it be the firmeit engagement, is not owned, but rejeated. Lfitbe, by 
| their 
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Theit joyning with the parifh; inthe calling & electiorvof a minifter to. fach a 
rongregation at his firit comming , there 1s indeed juft weight in {ach an ingages” 
ment ; nor due wee judge it fafe for uch to remove. from fuch a minifter,uniefs: = = J 
t be upon fuch grounds, as may juftly give him due fatisfaGid. Butif the unid i 
of fuch. members to a parifh Church, & to the miniftery therof, be only by co» 
eilation within the precincts of the parifh, that union, as it was founded upG 

humane law : fo by humane law it may eafily be releafed. Or otherwile, if a 


man remove his. habitation, he temoveth allo the bond of his. relation, & the 


pround of offence . iki 

4 It need not to be feared, that all beft hearers of the beft minifters, no 
nor the moft of them, will depart from them upon point of church-governmét e 
Thofe who have found the prefence & powr uf the fpirit of Chrift. breathing 
in their minifters, either to their conyerfion., or. edification , avill-be flow ta: : 
change fach a miniftery of faith, & holynefs, for the liberty of church-order « g 
Upon which ground, & fundiy other {uch like , their be doubtlefs. fundry godky- @ 
& judicious hearers in many parifhesin England, that doe & will prefer there 
relation to their minifters (though in a pret byteriall way ) above the Congres 5 ; 
g.ationall confoederation . | | ans: ms fe 
"i But if all, or the moft part of the beft hearers of the beft miniftersof _ 
parifhes , fhould depart from them, as preferring in their judements.,the con & 
gregationall way: yet, in cafe the congregational way fhould prove to be of & 
Chrift ,it will never greiv the holy hearts of godly minifters, that their hearers ge 
fhould follow after Chrift: yea many of themfelves ( upon due deliberation oy 
willbe reaedy to go along with them. It never ereived, nor troubled Joba pL 
Baptift, that his bett difciples, departed from him to follow after Chrift. Joh.3. a 
Butin cafethe congregationall way fhould prove to be, not the inftitution of y 
| Chrift (as wee take it ) but the invétion of men : then doubtlefs, the prefbyteriall ey 
form (af it be of God ) will {wallow up the other, as Mofes rod devoured ..the eB 
rods ot the Agyptians. Nox will this puta neceflity upon ‘both the oppotite a 
partyes, to fhift for themfelyes, & to feek to {upplant one another : but only, it: 2 
Fwill callupon them, 3 An}evey ay ayann tO leek & to follow the trueth im (B 


love, to attend in faithfullnefs each tito his own flock, & to adminifter to thena’ ia 
all the holy things of God, & their port.o of food in due feafon: & as for others,” a 
quietly to forbear them, & yet to inftruct them with meeknefs that are contrary* a 
nuinded : leasing it to Chrift (in the ufe of all good meanes.) to reveal ‘his own’ g 3 
trueth in his dwn time: &mean while endeayouring to keep the unity of the if 
| Spirit in thebond of peace. Pit ip. 3+ 15 516. Ephefians 4-3. 
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"y.._ © Fothe 2 Exception, ‘That wee rake nocourle forthe gayning & healing 
| 4 > -& cell.ng in of ignorant. & erronious, & {candalous perlds, whom wee refule to 
© receive into our churches & fo exclade them from the rémidy of church-d fe plie’ 
© Wee concesve the recesving of them into our churches woud rather loope & cor; apes 
our: Churches , hen gan & heale then. Ad little leaven layed in a lamp of doush y 
wll fooner leaven the whole lamp , thin the whole limp wll frocetert it Wee this en 


* 
| 


fi é find it {:fer, to (qeaverouth CF unbewyn Stones, before the be layid n'o the built « : 
wns cath x then 10 hammer C hevy then > swaen they lye unevenly in che by dno, 

; ind accord ngl; 9 179 meanes ( wee uje to gayn & call if fucn asave 1hsr ator feanZ 
dalouss'¥ The. pablick min fiery of th? ware, “pou Wvbich they ave mviied by coxnfe!, 
& required by wholfome Lawes to atien:' . “And.the yyordit i590 th 18:18 ‘per of” 
God ta; alvat 10H, to the calling om winning of fowler. 2-H, tvate corferrence yr 
envittion-ty the Elders, & other ablebre:hien of the thuvch : whow?t hey doe ihe wore 


a] 


refpeclicely hea ken unio, when-they fee no bp af cidjaying caisrch-fellor frip, oF par? 
Pic pation in the Sacraments for themfelver, or their cb liver’y till they approve ibeir 
Jedomentsso be found & oribodox. thir Lives [ubdued to fome hope of a godly cone 
ver [atior. What can (laffical dif cipline or excomunrcation tt felfe donsorein 14: cafe. 
The 3 Exception wrappeth upinitathree full domeftic wineonvenience: 
& each othe m meer to be efehewedy 10. Difaniéa in families between each | 
relation: 2 Dfappo ntmét of edificat!d, for want of opportunity in the cover=! 
mours ¢ f familyes to take accotitof chings heard by their childien & fervants « 
3 Dilburfirents cf chargeable maintenance to the feveral churches, wherta 
the {cvecal perfons of their familyes arejoyned | 
“4 hich inconveninces either do nor felt out in congrezationsllchurcher $ ov are 
eafily vedrelfed « For none aveordzrly admitted intocn Tr egational-churcl~ 
es . bu: [uch as are well. approved by good teftimony, to be duly obfervant of family 
velations. Or if any otherwife difpofed fhould creep in,they are e,ther orcely heale,'y 
or dt 'y- vremoued 1H a wy of Chrif'. Nov are they advaitted  uulefi they can £0! 


{me good aecaunt of their profiting by ordinence’, before the Elders & brethren of the 
church: mich morero their paret*, > maffers « Godly Tutors in the univerfity can 
bake an account of their pupils: & godly hovfiolders in the (itty tan take account 
of their children & fervants , how ihey profit by the ward they have heardinfeveral 
church-s : & that to tbe greater edification of the whole femil,, by the variery of fuch 
aaminifirations . Bees may bring the more hony, ch wax into the hive, whin they 
arenot Lyitedto cue garden of flowers, but may fly abroad to man; « 


ie Var 45 any charge expetted fromw ves children ,or ferpants 10 the maintenance 


oj congregationall churches , further then they be firnifhed with perfinall cffates , or 
£artns, which may enable them to contribute of fick things as they have, & not of 


[ucla 


) Sach asthey bave HEP Cog accepteth nat Bertey for 4 facrifice . And though ; 

goaly hor fholder may jufily “take bimjelfe bound ih con{ctence , to crntrlate to ar 

{uch Chir ch , wherto ins wife, or chilaren, or fervants.aiee Sand im. relation : yet the 

will not aggravate the buracn Oj his charges nO more then if they were received wen, 

bers of the fame Charct wherto bimfelf 1s Kohls eal tiaks hee tac Rie it 

_, Baty by doe'wee stand thas long toplead exemptions. from exceptions ? the Lov, 

belp all bis fruk full fervants ( wheiher: preflyteriall 5 or Congregational.) :@ judg : 

Poame our felves vefire the Lora for-all onc ormer complyanceste grepter. enorm aye) | 

“in Church-government , then are to be finnd either im the congregational y or ps g 

“Gyteriall’ way » And chen fuxely, exther-the Lord ‘will cleare up bis ove will. $0 45,9 a 

1 (6 frame, © jubdue x8 ab to one wind Qvorie ways (EXER 43%, 1011+) or elfe @ 
ee fhall lear to beare bie atiotbers burdens. a fpirit of meckuels a de will thes. 

| doubtlefs be farr fom us, [oto.atteft the difcipline of Chrs{ts axto.detelt the difciples 

of Chrifi: fo to contend for the framelefs coat of Chrifty ato. crucifie the lying gz 

brift : (Se to ‘divide onv felves about Church.cormmunion , 45 through 


members of C Gg 
breaches to open a wide gap for wdsle ge of Amichrifian prophane mealiguity 10 Yg 
- q : 


: {[vcallow up both Church «7 civil State. 3 ee 
"phat phall wee fay more ? ss difference about Church-order becom the inlett of all G. 
the diforders in the kingdom! hath the Lord indeed left ws to [uct hardne{s of heart, a 

that Churchegovernment fhall becom a fnareto Zion, (4 fomatimes Mois wasto 8 

eA orpt » Exod. 107%) that wee Gannot leave contefing & Coutending about st , ez 
tll tne kingdom -be. ac firoyed 2 did not the Lord fefius , when be dedicated his fuf- 
 ferimgs for his church , & bis alfo unto his Father, wake it hivenvielt one payer 

for usin this world 5 that wee vill might be-one in him é john oI7- 20,21 ,22 523.6 2 
And is it poffible, that he ( whom the Father heard alwayess Jobr» 11 «42° ) fhonla ie 
not have this laft moft folenin prdyer hears: & graunted Pars fhall at be graunted y 
— fr all che fants elfewhere 5 not for the famts in Englana 3 fo ihat amon ft them ee 
difunivn fhall grow even about. Church-nnion, © consmunion § If it be poffible 3 for a iy 
| hitle faith ( {i much as a grain of muflardjeed) to remove a morntaine : ts st not pofficle, @ 
for fo much firengih of fab, “i asto be fornd in all the godly in the kingdom to re a 
pane whofe Images of yealonfie, cso caft 120fe Stumbbng-blockes out of the way, im 
which may hinder the free paffage of brotherly love amongft bretores: Lt Birve im- ie 
deed, the IN ational coyenant doth juftly engage both partyes » faithfilly to endeavor ae 
on of the Antichristin Hierarchy 57 much more of all Blafphe- | 


. 


the utter extirpati 

| Rpaystn Heresies » cy damnable errours Certainly y if congregational difcipline be gy 

 iapeincepeneene en the inventions of mein, ¥5 1 Hit much more Independent from thi ap 
h Belialé light sith darkucfs: a ! 


delufions of Satan? what fillow[hip hath Chirift wit A 
tructh with error? the fruthfall Lewes needed not the help of the sera tee 
t , | Ag € 


? ve ay: 


Meas Staite a cannes ~The Preface.’ tay % 2 tos sth pits Ase, 
Beedify the Temple of God: yea they rejected their helpwhen it was 0 Rered, Exra he 
the 1,2,3- Asdif the congregational way.ce a wy of trueth (as wee believe} 
oo if the brethren that walk, im it be-xealous of the. reverb ote bate every fale wip 
(aby the rule of their holy difcipline they are inflratted y, fobn,s 20 51% «).rhen 
werily, there vs na branch in the N ationall covenant ythat, enzageth the covenanters ta 
abhore either Congregational Churches 5 or their way: wivch being duely adminis 
fred , doe no le/s effectually extirpate the A anschriftian erarehy, OF all Blafpho= 
nies , Heréfyes, & pernicions errowrs then ocher way .of difeipine daeth, wine is 

more generally &publickly received Goratifyeds 0.0. o. RF teem a, 
But the Lord Felus Com-n ine vith all our hearts in fecret 3 he whois the Kg 

of bis Church; let him be pleajed to excercife his Kingly powr iw 

, ene Spirites, that’ (6 his kingdome may Come i800. mt Aan 

eb “eur Churches in Purity G Peaces 9 on 
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| Charch- Governmentis Confidered in a double refpet 
ither in regard of the parts of Government themfelyes , or neceflary 
‘ircumf{tances thereof. The parts of Government are prefctibed in the 
Word , becaufe the Lord Iefus Chrift the King and Law-giver. of bis 
‘hutch , is no lefS faithfull in the houfe of God then was Mofes, who 
omthe Lord delivered a form <> pattern of Government to the Chil- 
vent of Ifrael in the old 'Teftament : And the holy Scriptures are now 
(foe perfect, as they are able to make the man of God perfect 8 


eS oe 
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Ezek 43 512 
Corian .§ 


Hebr 345.6 


Exod 25°40 


2Tim 3 16 


nroughly furaithed ynto cuery good work; & therefore doubrlels _ 


>the well ordering of the houle of God . 

3 ~ The partes of Church - Government are all of them exactly def- 
ribed in the word ofGod being parts or means of Inftituted worlhip 
ccarding to the fecond Commandement : & therefore to continue, 
Je &'the {aine, vnto the apearing of our Lord Iefus Chrift as a king- 
lam that cannot be fhaken , untill hee fhall deliver itup unto God , 
uien the Father . Soe that it is not left in the power of men , officers , 
-hurches , or any {tate in the world to add, ox diminifh , or alter any 
hing in the leaft meafure therein. 

4, The neceffary circumftances, astime & place &c belonging un 
yoffley and decency , are not Loe left unto men as that under preence 

i! | A ok 


1Timj f 

L Ghrdi “i 
137. Ex20 4 
rTim6 13 
v 16. Heb r2. 
2728.1 Car 
IV 24. 
Dettrr2 33, 
Ezek 43; 3. 
r Kings x2; 
3E 3% 33 


r King 22 
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AS 19 t » either as not yet in church-order., or as walking according to the 


SS Of the Form of Churck Government. = 


ifiig 73% ofthen, they may thrufttheirown Inventions ypon the Churches < 


Aéts 15 24 Being Circumfcribed in the word with: many Generall limitations ; 
7 Where they are determined inrefpect of the matter to be neither wor- 


Matt 1y-o 


1 Cori 23° fhip it {elf nor Circumftances {eperable from worfhip - in refpectt of | 


c $34: their end, they muft be done ynto edification : in refpe@& of the man- 


1 Corr4 26 ner, decently, and in order, mage tothe nature of thethings them 4 


oa a yy felyes,8¢Civill,¢ Church Cuftom.doth not euen nature it felfe teach 
z Cor 3 ss you? < they , are in fome fort determined particularly » Namely that 
19. Acs ry they be done in fuch a manner , as all Circumftances confidered , is 
a8. moft expedieut for edification : fo ,° as if there bee no errour of man 

concerning their determination, the determining of them is to be ac- 


counted asifit were divine . 
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Of the nature of the Catholich, Church-in 
~” Generall, er in [pectall, of 4 par- 
ticular viftble Church e é 


see 5616 8 Ye Catholick Church,- isthe whole company: of thofe that 


- 


30. Heb x2 are eleGted, redeemed, & in time, effectually called from. the 
23 ftate of fin’ & ‘death ynto a ftace of Grace, & falvation jn Tefus. 
Chrift , rig ieee | pee ) 
Pb ee Pe a 8S he oped  Ralonmacietinn gy phi ig ge rPROr Y 
Rom 817, 2 This chutch IS Cit oek bh rampant or bauitaoe i rinsin he 


i ‘ ’ - » pores © a as ai ‘ bis Fo pe 5 ; Ly 
2 Tim212° ant, the ‘namberof then who are Glor yhied in heacen + Jvinitant, the 
C48. Eph . ‘ 


61243, © Mumberofthem who are conflicting with their enemies ypon earth, 
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This Militant Church is to bee confidered as Invifible , aan 


3 Eg OL 
2Timar9, Vifible Invyifible, inrefpeé of their relation wherin ‘they {tand to i 


= Cones , Chrift, as a body unto the heady, being united unto him, by the fpiric. 


Eph 3x7. Of God, & faith in -theirhearts Vifible, in refpeat of. the profeffion 


Aa ‘ of their faith, in their perfons , & in particuler Churches : & So there 
Lfuy 24> may be acknowledged an uniyerfall vifible Church. ee 
i bi irae Hs. PE Eb eat : eri 
a 4. The. membess of the Militant vifible Church , confidered 


A ay Bs 


Colof2z, 5. 


Matt r3x7. Church-order of the Gofpel . Inorder, & {0 befides.the fpirituat 

*Gor $12» union, & communion , common to all bel'evers, they injoy mote 
over-an union & communion ecclefiafticall-Politicall : fo wee deny 
an univerfall vifible church , ibaa 


5 ‘The ftate of the memiders of the Milicant vifible church - 4 
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: | Df thenature of the Churche > 


wai _jn order. ». was either before 
in families 5 or under the law , National; or ; fince the comming of 
rift, only congregational . ( ‘Theterm Independent,’ avee a 

prove not :) Therfore neither national, provincial, nor claffical 

| 6 A Congregational - church , is by the inftititution of Chrift 
a part of the Militant- vifible- church, confifting, of a. company 
of Saints by calling junized into one body, by a holy covenant, for 
I che publick worfhip of God, & the mutualledification one ofano- 
Icher, in the Fellowfhip 0; the LordIefus. } 
Be sec str hilt SSE EE LR DE SE 
ipl cmedy “ CHAP: Ike 
4 Of the matter of the v-pole Church 
REE eee enaf lealapad 
1 -He muatterof avilible church are Sazpts 
i 2° By Saints, wee underftand, 

i 1, Such,,as haue not only attained the knowledge of the prin- 
| ciples of Religion, & are free from gros: & open fcandals ,. but alfo 
Ido together withthe profeffion of their fath, & Repentance; 
I walk in blameles, obedience to the word , fo as that in charitable 
} difcretion they may be accounted Saints by calling s( thougl:perhaps 
} Some or more of them be unfound , & hypocritesinwardly'*) becanfe 
1 che members of fach particular.churches are commonly by: the: holy 
§ ghoft called Saints & faithfull brethren in Chrift , and findry: church 
es haue been reproued for receiving , & fuffering’ fuch perfons to 
continu in fellowfhip amongft them, as have been offenfive & {can- 
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oticrks \ 


Both inve peck 


‘Qaantuy » | 
by calling. 


dalous : the name of God allo by this. means. is Blafphemed: & the 


holy things of God defiled & Prophaned, the hearts of adly gric- 
ved: & the wicked themfelves hardned ; & holpen forward to dam 
J nation. the example of fach doeth endanger the fanctity.of others. 
— Alidle’ Leayen Leaveneth the whole lump ; 
2 The children of fach, who are allo holy - 
The members of churches though orderly conftituted, may 
in time degenerates & prow corrupt & fcandalous , which though 


} chey ought notto!be tolerated inthe churéh , yet thelr continuance 
1 execution: of difcipline RO fur? 


| therein} through the defect of tl 
~ cenfures sdoth not immediately. difioly the being of tid Charch 52s 
sppeares in the charch of Iiadl , Bethe churches of Gulatia yo 
Cortnmh 5 “Perg.tmts or Lbyat is 
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the law. ,Oeconomicali, that is Gen, 28.29 


Exod 2196. 


1 Cor: 44.23 
Cor: 14.36 
I Cor, y ro BEE 
1 Cor: 12 27, 
Exo :1956 

Deut:297y, 
& 9 tory. 
Acts, ee Az’, 
1 Corry 26% 
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Rom. 1y 14. 
Pfal: 50 16= 
17 AK 37 
Matt: 36. 
Rom. 6 17 ° 
1 Cor.z 
Phiilip. 1 r. 
Coliof 12. 
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Mee 28 a7 da oneplace? ner Ordinarily fewer sthen tay conveniently carry’ 
| Charch-werk . Henee when the holy Scripture maketh mention ef 
hom 1, 1 the Saints combined into achurch-cftare , in d Town or ¢ any Where, 
Reva be 3 pape monk Congtepation itaftally callech ehote Snare 
» © anthe ingularfomber, as re church of the Theffatomans the: church , 
of Smyrna 5 Philadelphta > & the like: Bucwhen it {peaketh of the 
, Saints ina Nation ) ot Province, wherin there were fundry Congrega- , 
| Hons, It frequently & ufually calleth themby the name of churcues 
ee ae 1 inthe plurall number, as the ( churches ] of Afia, Galatia, Macedonia, 
2cor§ 1, & thelike Swhich is farther confirmed by what is written of fundry } 
rThef 2,14 of thofe churches in patticular, how they were’ Affembled & met to- , 
Pa 46 ether the whole church in one place, as the church at Jerufalem , 
¢.5 22.c 6 the church ar e-¢atioch , the church at Corinth , Cenchrea, though 
oF ae 14 it Were more neer to Corinth » it being’ the port thereof , & anfwera- 2 
xCors,4, bletoa Village, yer being a difting: Congregation from Corinth 5 it 
Romig, badachurch’éfitsiowne as well Corinti had 4 8 MEI S| 
“aohds Nor cai it with reafon be thought bur that every church ‘ 
appointed & ordained by CoriS# bad a minifttie otdained 8. ° 
appointed for the fame : & yer plain it is ; chat thece were nov ordit 
hary otticers appointed by Chritt for any uthers then Condeed ational 
churches: Elders being appointed 't5 feed | noe alk gs Cks Dur that 


Ads 20 28, particular flock of: God ove? wilich ie -hal y Crete mid@ thes 
overleers , 8 that flock they mufbavicud even tie® qian eee: : 


one Congregation being aS AIC as any ord nary E esees) 
therfore there is no Preatem Church then-a- Con ay 2 


oy “Sy 
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. CHAP’: IV $ x $: Jum Ba ; r Bis so } 
Of the Form of A Vifible Church ithe 
-» & of Church Covenanp . tales | 


+ MOUS Gude Hen hf . Seg ee eae: ee 
A Ste by Calling, rant havea’ Vifible = Political- Union: as) 
1 Cor 12 27, monpft themfelyes , or el{e they are not yet a particular church) 


* Tim} 5. as _thole fimilitudes bold forth “which. the Scripture makes ufe. 
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| he 
all thefe~are here taken for the fame Las Although thé more ex- 
pret & ‘plain if is, the. more fully, it: putsus in; mind of our mu. 
uall’ duty ,& ftirreth us up to-it, & leaveth leffe room for the 
yueftioning of the’ Tyuth of the Chinth-eflate of .a.Company of 
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This Voluntary Agreement , Confent or Covenant é fot. 


projeffors ‘the truth of memberfhip oj particular perfons ; .. 
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Ofthe Form ofa vifle (hunches. 


es Soe ag GR sR cs SE eet 

“yer ave conceive; the fabltatice of iris kept, ‘wherethereis a real 
_ Agreement Se conferit;,of'a company-of faithful perfons to"mect*con? 
<a" ftantly together in-one Congrepation , :for.\the publick worfhip ° of 
-. »-God, & their mutualledifications which teal agreement & confent 
they doe-expreffby their conftant practife in comming together for — 


eras the publick.worfhip of Gad, &iby their! religiousfubjection unto 
rok & 243 the otdinances ofGod there::thesrather sit weeidoe! confide? how. 
7.1024 Scripture coyenants-have been entred into not only expreffly- by 
reisos. Word of mouth but by facrificesiby hahdewriting, 8 feal ;~& 
Nh 938 ¢ ao fomtimes by filent confent, ‘without any: writing 5 ‘or expref= 
17,, Dew39: fion oj words at all aieccot Badd 2920 donS IES ei bit Ree 4 
© Soc his forme! then zbeing by:mutuallecovenant pie? follaveth 5 

itis not faith in the:heart nor the profediind of that faith,nat cohabi- 

| tation ,nor Baptifme; x Not:jaithun the heat? becaul that isinvdible;’ 

5 ey poet BOE abare projeffion ; becaule that declareth them no moce tocbe 


"sy members of one church then of another: 3 not Cohabitation; thefts 
ea *S oY (nfidel# may dwell together with beleivers: 4 not Baprifm; becaule, 


ere 


9:26. Matt 3 


144415. & unto ,to endeavour to joyn themfelyes untoa Pas church & © 
351920 . 


Bil vig lat the keeping’ of them inthe way of Gods commandments, @ reccs 


"Eph ae > yttiniooftheém inéafe of wandting., (which all Chrifts fheep are fub- 
YIoh22 24 2 tC ; 
ag, . Mate 18 


sgisix, With the benefice of their routual edification , and. of their pofterity ,., 


otherwAiifa believer offends , he remaines deltitute of the remedy : 
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A Live, COVES : A Ve er & RA eas ied Shbitntet: 9 * ate 
Ceol cack HAR Nee wc Of the fir ft abject of church parr: > $ 
Vo acp26 slo o 96ncto whom church powr doth prftteimg. --** ee ee ; 
| G Say fubje& of church povar,, is eyther:Supream, or Subordinaty Wai 6°. 
& OC Mimsterial the Supream | ( by way of gift from the father) J > Eizo ¢ 
isthe Lord Iefits Chrift the 47 imisteria/ js cither extraordinary ;as the 32- Tisus 
Apostles y Prophets > Evangihéts : or Ordinary asevery' particular® eae 
Congregational church . a oh 
2 Ordinary church powr. , is cither the power of office, thatis 
such as is proper to the elderfhip : or, power of priviledge; fuchas be 
longs unto the brotherhood . the latter , isin the brethren formally , Ron kaa wt 
& immediately from Chrift , that is , fo as it may according to order “A@s 123 «> 
be aed or excercifed immediately by themfelyes :the former, isnot. a 4 © 14 


° 


¥ any 


| mal t Cor x23 
in them formally or immediately , & therfore cannot be aéted or exe 293°. 
cercifed immediately by them , but is faid to be in them, in that they 4 
defign the perfons unto office , who only areto.acky or to excercile 
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iC eiaat toi tio ani p of Gdds 1t appéareth therby ; that (here 
nay-_be the eflence & being of a church without any officers , 1ECINS Aas yg zy 
here is both the form and matter of a church ,avhich ‘is implyed 
hen it is faid; the A poftles otdained elders in CREPE ECHE CORES Yh" ct OE ee | 
‘2. odNeverthelefl, though officers bénot abelue lyneceflary, to Romro yy, 
he Simple being of churches: when they be called yet ordinarily to. ae eai kt 
ficir calling they are, and to their well being : and therfore the Lord Ephe rt 
efus out of his tender compatlion hath appointed;and ordained officers edad : 
vhich ke would not haye done ; if they. had not beer ufefull’& need. ork vs 
lL fox the church yea; being Afcended into heaven; he received gifts i so 
pimen , and pave.gifts to men, whereof officérs for the ‘church aré ». 
uftly accounted no fimall parts; they being to continue to the end 1cerrs 4 
£ the world, and forthe perfecting of all the Saints . | nay Ke 
3  Thefe offieers were, either extraordinary , or ordinary }e%: 19..C 11.28 
‘aordinary as e-tpofiles ah rophetsy Cyangilists ordinary as Elders OTS 
” Deacons . ih 


“Ofthe Officers of the Churche 
e ait Rionthe tee an Akt 8h bidet 
The «A pabSes dee aC) enneslitiee Se OnCara aNes 
traordinarily by-Cheift; fo theit office ended' with them felves | 
it is , that... Purddeditetings. Timorhy \how to 'catty : along Church- 
-*o» ™ Adminiftrations yGivethno direction about the choice of Cour fe of 
17in3 12 Apoffles » Prophets, ot Evangelsis , but only of Elders, & “Deacons . 
eerie. BE uabencalD 2 ais es churchof E-be/as, Hi 
Tits.s.  &€ when. Paul, was to take his laft leave of rhe church of E-se/xs, Ei 


r Cor 49. 


3 , i oa attri 2t hot btAea ues 
pele a : commited the care of feed: ng the church tote ther 7'but Wate “the 


" Elders of that church .. The like ca urge doch ~ aren cominut fo-tne™ 
‘Elders. ~~ 7 Pap easy SE 
, : . aoe s eee & SVG eC wes 
Pace 2 4.1, Of E’ders(-who-areralfoin Sez pte called 8 Beni) Some 
hilt ¥. 


Acts2017 attend chiefly to the miniftny.of the Word As tae jor} a Tein 
ETS: 9 beciallywunta wade, who.dre tharfurecallegye sins» 
fe i *s y: ae attend efpecially aie fiele » Who. are ponte ies; x thin 
Abie 44 bd aeesiies $e dk its AL aye colt xloaeibaa 
Rom h Fi. 25 -. The office of Paflor Gr Tescher 5 appears to betdiwittet 
1¢oria 8 The Paffors {pecial workas ;to attend to exburi.tiion: 8 therein to 
Adminifter a word of Wjdom:the Teacher isto atcendto Ditvime , 
e therein to Adminiftera word of Knawlede: & either of tteih to 
adminifter the Seales of that Covenant, unto the difpeniatiea wherof~ 
the are alike called :as alfo to execute the ( on/ie-e:, being but a kind of © 
application of the word , the preaching of which , together withthe 
application therof they are alike charged withall . 
ee 6 And for as much as both Fajtors @ Teachers are given by: 
AM 133.33 Chrift for the perfecting of the Saints, 8 edifying of his body, which 
3 Saints, & body of Chrift is his church; Therfore wee account Zajtors - 
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{ & Teach; to be both of them church-officers; & not the Pastor 
| +) forthe church: & the Teacher only forthe Schools , wiras this — 
a8am10.12 Wee gladly acknowledg:, that Schoole: ace both lawful, profita dle 5 Be 
| pierce neceffary for the tcayning up-of fuch in good “itrature , or learning ,” 
= v 15.0. a may afterwards be'called forth unto: office of Paffor’ or Texcher in 
Ss the church. ee U . 
oo | Witatbettok Seb tnbstett tateintateini be Sok tek SB Sohoh Shetss 
ay _ sCHAPVIL. >. Of Ruling Elders Deacorts °° * 
CH Re 7.8 "pe Ruling Elders, office is diftint’ from the office of Paftor er 
7 1. Cor . Teacher. The Rahng Elders arenot fo called toexchide 
iW re rh. the Paflors G Teachers from Ruling , becaufe Ruling C Governng. . 
a Hebz319 is Conamon to thele with the other; wheras attending to teach and 
i BEADS 27 preach the word is peculiarunto the former’, AERO EAE A a 
) Rae 2 The Rahag Elders work isto joyn. with the’ Paftor & 
! \_deacher in thofe acts of {pirital xv’s > which 
> | 
Be a ee 


eee OF Ruthng Elders & Deacoit . 2 
whichare diftin@ from the miniftry of the word & Saeraitients com> 5 cries...” 

| miittedto them. of which fort, thefé be, as followerh . 1 towpen e719. Rey hf 

_foxte the dores of Gods houfe., by the Adzsffion of members approv- 1’, Mar 14 

ed by the church : by Ordination of officers chofen by the church +: 17, 2Cor 2 

& by excommunication of notorious & obftinate offenders renoun- harry 

ced by the church: & by refforing of poenitents, forgive by the church. 

11 To call the church together when there As doktor » &feafonably ,.., ; 8 
‘to difmifs them agayn.. 111 To prepare matters in private , that: 1s REE Bees iz 
publick they may be carried.an-end.with lefS trouble, & more {pec-- | | 
dy difpatch . 1v To moderate the carriage of all matters in the | 
church affembled . as, to proponnd matters to the church , to. Order Ags +83 

| the feafon of {peech & filence ; & to pronownce fentence according .2 Cor 8. a 
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‘to the minde of Chrift, with the confent of the church..v-To be eRe | _ 
| Guides cr leaders tothe church, in all matters what-foever, pertaining 11» 12 se 
to church adminiftrations & ations. y1 To fee that none in the ee 


church live inordinately out of rank & place ; withouta calling or 
‘dlely intheir calling. yx To prevent & heal fuch offences in life, ay es a8} 
orin do&rin ; as might corrupt the church. 11x To feed the flock | Thefs.1 
of God with a word of admonition . 1x And asthey fhall be fent for, Pree sipean 
‘to vifit ,& vorpray over their fick brethren e. x Gat other times as — bo 
opportunity fhall ferve. therunto «. | — 
ev The office of a Deacon:is Inftituted ‘in the church by the "6 3.r¢ gu 
j Lord. Jefus.. fomtime they are called Helps. rTim 3.8) be 
~The Sctipturetelleth us, how they. fhould be qualified: Grave nor | na aay 
double tougued,.not given to much wine not gizento filthy lucre « they. : L. 
mutt. firft be proved & then ufe the office of a Deacon, being found. oe 
| Blamelefi 0. | ae b ) ae 
‘The office and work of the Deacons is to receive the offrings ofthe A&s 4. 351 
} church gifts given-to the charch, & to keep the treafiiry of the ¢ vibe de 
} church :.& therewith tofervethe Tables which the church is to pro- 
yvidefor : asthe Lords Tatle, the table ofthe mimfters , & of fick, Romaz-8 
as are inncceffitic, to whom they.are. to diftribute in: fimplicity ». | 
_¢ The office therefore. being limited: unto the care of-the. 6 a 
temporall good things of the.church , it. extends not unto the_atsend- Te eee 
ance upon , & adminiftration of the fpitituall. things thereof , as the. ay 
word, and Sacraments , or the like . 
5 .. The ordinance of: the. Apoftle , & pra&iceof the: chireh, Cor 164. bal 
commends.the Lords day as a fi time. for the. contr.butions oftrke; <2 23 i 
| Sain 3 © 3 B ; 1 afin 4 5 
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Eps 4 fiz 62° he hiftituting, of all thefe officers in the Church; is the 
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Ags 20. 28 work of God himfelfe ; of the Lord. Jefits Chrift ; of the holy Ghoft: 


-, & therefore fuch officers as he-hath not appointed, are altogether 


unlawfull either to be placed in the church, or to be retained'therin, © 


pointments of man, to the great difhonour of Chrift jefts ,the Lord 
of his houfe ,the King of his church, whether Popes, Patrsarkes 5 


Cardinals, Arch-bi{ hops 5 Lord bifhop: 5 Arcr-deacons , Officials, Coms 
miffaries , & the like. Thefe & the reft of that. Hierarchy’ 8¢ Reti- 


MR 8S katt being plants of the Lords planting , fhall all be certeinly 


be rooted out, & caft forth. | 


7. The Lord hath appointed ancient widdows , (whete they 


#Tims.9, may behad) to minifter in the church, in giving attendance to the 
gt fick, & to givefuccour unto them, & others, inthe like neceifities « 
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Of the Eletton of (ourch-Officers «.._- dae bata 

Heb. 35 4 N° man may take the honour of a Church-Offieer anto himfelfi, 

de® bur he that was called of God, as was efaroiie © ii. 

as , 9B yo & ‘Calknganto office, 18 either ‘mediates by Chrift himfelf 2 

Gals tt fach was the eall of the Apoftles , & Prophets » this manuerof calling 
cap ‘ore *3 ended:with them, ashath been faid: or AZediate, bythe church . 

“3 It is meet jthat before any be ordained or chofen officers, 

eTins - 22 they fhould firft be-T: y:d & provers beeaule hands are not ‘fuddenly. 

Ads16.4 tobe laidupon any, & both Elders & Deacons mutt be.of -honeft 
<pp Ce Bis & good report fe a .¢ FE SER = _ 


~ & are to be looked -at as humane cyeatures, meer Inventions & ap> _ 


4:5 vithe things in refped of which: they are to be Tryed pate 


i thofe gifts & virrmes which the Scriptnre requirethrin men.,: that ate 
to be eleGted:intofirch places s viz, that Elders muft be: dame! » 
Sober; apt toteach , 8c endued:with fuch other qualifications. as: are 
fayd downe ; x Tim: 3 8& 2.' Tit's1,6:tor9 Deacons to be fitted, 
asis directed As: 6,352 Tim23)(85to t9 soni? boon In 
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123.0605 Officers are:to be called by [uch Churches , whereunto they. | 


345+  areto minifter. of {uch moment is the! prefervation of this potvers 
GPEC that the churches excercifed it in the prefence of the Apoftle: . ) 
6). AChurch being free-cannot become /uiyeli to. any, but by 


a fee election 5 . ayet 
CuO Sree ty ne \ — 
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| ith Of the Elettion of Church-Officers te: 
‘then dothey becom fubje@y& moft willingly fabmit to their mi- 
niftry inthe Lord, whom they have fo chofen. 


nifters , then in cafe of manifeft unworthynefs , & delinquency they 
Lave powr alfo.to depofe them . For to ‘open’, & fhut: to chufe & 
refufesto conftitute. in’office ,’ & remove from’ office: are acts bs 
j longing untothe fame powr . | fhe: 

-munion of churches , that where it may conveniently be dune , xe: gh- 
boxr-churches be ady fed withail,& their help made ufeof in the trial 
of ‘chucchrofficers , in order to'their choyce. 6 7146 ob eee 
| 9° 0 The choyce: of fuch: Charch-cticers “belongeth not: to:the 


-civil-magiftrates , as fuch, or diocefan-bifhops yor patrones.:. for of 
thefe or any {uch like ,the Scripture is wholly filent,.as having any 
power:therinre oye o ery } 
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oo Of Ordination, & Smpofition of bands pelt Pe : 

| Cw urch-officers axe notonly to be chofen by, the Church ,but alfo- 
i to be ordeyned. by Lin pofition of hand 5 OG prayer « with’ which. at 
the ordination of Elders, fusting alfoisto be joyned. 

2 This ordination wee account nothing elle ; but the folemn 
pasting of aman into-his place’ & office in the Church wher -unto 
he hadright before by eledtion, being like the inftalling ofa magiftrat 
in the common wealth. ay aye bist 
} Ordination therefore is not to-go before , but to follow ¢leéZion.. 

the effence & fubftance of the outward calling of an ordinary officer 
inthe Church, dothnot confift in his ordination, butin his voluntary 
_& free eleétion by the Church , & in his accepting of that cle¢tion .. 
wher-upon is founded the relation between Paftor & flock between 
juch a minifter, & {uch a people «. phat ‘ 

Ordination doth not conftitute an officer,nor give him the effentials 
of his office. The Apoftles were elders, without Impclition of bands 
by men: ‘Paul & Larnabas were officers, before that Impofition: 
-@t Lands. Ads. 13..3.. The pofterity of Leys were Preifts ..& 


| Bb | Lev 
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‘Yet when fach a people do chufe any tobe over themrin the Lordy yebe.13.19 


7 And if the church have powr to chufe their officers & mi Rom. 16,17 


8 =>) Wee judge it much conducing : tothe wel-being,.& COM gant, §, 89 


A&S.13. 3 


cap, 144/23, 
1 Tim. 5.22 


Num. 8.140 


Act. 6.5 + 6: 
cap 13> 2» 3: 


Aé&ts.6.9,& 
cap. 34. 29> 


Fa —~*«*«é«COf Ovehit ation Ben And Church Pow, 


In fach Churches where there are Eklers , /mpojtion of 
A Tim 5-22 hands in ordination is to be performed by thofe Elders . | 


ra 4. Infach Churches where there are ‘no Elders, /mpofition of 

uch, po bands may be pe:formed by fome of the Brethren orderly chofen by 
- the church therunto» For if the people may ele@ officers which is 
che greater, & wherin the fubftance of che Office coafiits, they may 

‘much more ( occafion & need {0 requiring ) impofe hands in ordina- 

i tion., which is the lefs, 8& but the accomplifh nent of the other .- 

| Neverthelefs in fuch Churches where there are no Elderg, 


& the Church fo defire, wee tee not why Lmspofi:z0n of bands may not « 


‘be performed oy the E ders eforber Churches’. Ocdinary officers laid 
hands upon the officers of many Churches: The peelbytery at Ephe/is 
ett 4 14 layd hands upon Timothy an Bvanzelilt. The presbytery at datiock 
Aas. 13+3 laidhands upon Pal & Barnabas EA | 
ate s.a2 6 Church Officers are officers to one church; even that patti- 
Aas 30, 28 cular, over, which the Holy Ghoft hath made them oyerfeers - Inio- 
much as Elders are cOmanded to feed ,notall flocks, but thar flock 
which is cOmited to their faith & ctruft , & dependeta upon them. 
Nor can céftant refidence at one c6greyation , be neceffary for a mi- 
nifter, no nor yetlawtull,if he be not a miniltér to one cOgregation on- 


‘ABs > 9, 28 1Y > but to the church iniverlall : becaule he may fot attend one part. 


only of the church, wherto he is a minifter, but he is called to attend 
unto all the flock. ~~ 3 OT: 
_@ Hee thatisclearly loofed frombhis office-relation unto that 
church wherof he was a miaifter, cafot be looked at as an officer, nor 
perform any a& of Offie in any other church. vaiefs he be again or- 
detly called unto Ojfces which when it {hailbe, wee know nothing 
to hinder, but /mspojition of band: allo in his Orainaiwn ought to be 
aafed towards him again. ForfoPaul the Apoftle received “xpiyition 
of hands twice atleatt , from Ananias « Acts. 9.17. & Adis 13.3 « 
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Of the povyr of the Church, & its Prefbytery » 
$112.6 Gee & Lordly powe- over all the Churches apovearth, dot 
Ae 8.21522 4 only belong unto Jefus Chrift, who is King of the church, & the 


patt 28,13 “head therof . He bath the Governmét upon his fhoulders , & bach all 
pow? given to him, oorh in heaven & earths aA 


‘Levits, before hands were ‘laid on them by the “hildren of Hradls 
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| ee Of the Pewer of the Church ay 33 , 
9 © ACSpany of profeffed believers Ecsle/a ically Confederaty — 
as they area church before they haye officers, 8 without them; f0€V- jing: aa 
en in that eftate, / ubordinate Chu; ch-power under Chrift deligated c : 14,2 : 
I tothem by him, doth belong to them, in ficha maier asis before ex- f5.02487 
prefied. Los S2-& as flewing from the very namre & Efféce ofa 1 Coxy.4-¥ | 
church: Irbeing naturall to all bodyes,& fo unto a church body, to be : ay a 
| furnifhed with {ufficient powr, forits own prefervatiO & fabliftace « menage | | 
gai This Government ofthe church, is amixt Goverment ( & . Zz 
fo bath been acknowledged long before the term of Indepédency was : « 
} beard of : )In relpect of Lars/i the head & King of the cburch,é& the | a 
- Soveraigne power refiding in sim , & exercifed by him, itisa ALo- ¢ Cor" 7 
— narchy: In relpedt of the body, ot brosberhooa ofthechurch,& powr 
from Chrift graunted unto them, it refembles a Democracy ; In rehpect ENTE Z 
of the Lrefiyerry & powr com ited to them , itisan Arifiocracy - es 
The Soveraigne powr whichis peculiar unto Chrift, is exer Zz 
cifed. 1 Incalling the church out of the world unto holy fellowship Garr. 4. iy 
wich bimfelfe 1x In infticuting the ordinaces of his worfhip » & ap- f°v 7,52. BA 
pointing his minifters & officers for the-difpenfing of them.11i In Beh ge 88s x 
giving lawes for the ordering of all our wayes, & the wayes of his fRueseas Be 
 foute. ry In giving powr & hfe to all his Inftitutions , & to his peo- :tim 3.45." 
ple by ches: . v In prote@tig & delivering his church againft & Hom eee 
} all che enemies of their peace» Luke t. 73% 
5 The powergiaunted by Chriftunto the body of the church 
& Brotherboou , isa prerogative or priv iledge which the church doth 
r exercife: 1 In Choupng their own -flicers , whether Elders, or Dea- 
cons.21 In admin cf theirown members & therfore, there is 4 yy a 
great reafon' they fhould haye powet to Aemove ‘any from their fel- ah a we 
 Jowfhip again . Hence in calc of oftence any one brother bath powr ¢ 9 *° 
to Convince & Admonifh an offending brother: & in cafe of not hear- Mett 8.4 i 
in him, to take one or two More to {ett on the Admonitd , & in cafe 15 17 a 
of not hearing them , to proceed to tell the church: & as his offence ... . 4. a 
may require, the whole church hath powr to proceed to the publick Cell'4.x7 
-Cenfure of bim, whether by ddmonit.on, 0% de macaon econ Yet. 5’ a 
his repentance to reftorehim againe unto his former cOmunion e rp ; 
6 Incafe anElder offend incorrigibly , the matter {.: requiring, a 
as the church had powr to call himto office,{o they have powr accord oa wy 
ing to order(the counicll of otber churches where it may be had.direct Kem 16.55 a 
ino the:to to remove him fr6 his Office : & beig now buta meber » g 
in cafe headd.cOtamacy to hisiin, Bbb rhe 


| 
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& sa Of the Power of the Church sks Sea 
y set ‘the Charch thathad powr to receive him into their fellowfhip, hath 
eae mo:- B 4 - + ° 7 ‘ : eee A “ 
pe ” all> the fame powr to caft him out, that they have concerning any 


othe: member . 


eTihinap Oe Church-government , or Rule, is placed by Chrift in the 


Pint 7 officers of the church , who are therefore called Rulers, while they rule 
power of the church , according ‘as hath been {aid before . theHoly 
Sete : : , Ghoft frequently, yea alwayes , where it_ mentioneth Church-Rule, 


E Cor, 12.28 & ‘chirch-goverament y afcribers it to Elders : wheras the work & 
29. Hebr, 13 s 


7,17...” duty of the people is expreffed in the phrafeof obeying their Elders 5 - 


& fubmiting themfelyes unto them in the Lord :{o as it is manifeft, - 


thataa ofganick or compleat. church is a body politick sconfifting 


8. The power which Chrift hath commutred to the Elders Isto 
Pb *3 feed & rule the church of God , & accordingly to call the church 
Nun.1J, 02 together upon any weighty occafion, when’ the members fo called, 
Aas 42° without jatt canfe, may not refufe to come : nor when they’are come, 


they have leave from the elders: nor continue fo doing, when they 
require filence , nor may they oppofe nor contradic the judgment 
or fentence of the Elders, without fufficient & weighty caule becaus 
fuch practices are manifeftly contrary unto order, & government, 
&¢ in-lets of difturbance, & tend to confiufion « ? | 
Bevis. 3 9 It belongs alfo unto the Elders to examine any officers , or 
Aas. 23.33 members, before they be received of the church: to receive the ac- 
Ree = au cufations brought to the Church , & to prepare them for the ehurch- 
~ @S hearing «| In handling of offences & other matters-before the 
mag 3> Church they have powr to declare & publifh the Counfell & swill of 


te 26, 


God touching the fame, 8 to pronounce fentence. with confent of — 


the Church: Laftly they have powr, when they difmifs the people, 
Pg to blefs them inthe name of the Lord . 


of fome that are Governors , & fome that are governed, in the Lord. - 


depart! before they are difmniffed : nor {peak in the church , before 


/ 


Io This powr of Governmeat in the Elders > doth not any: 


wile prejudice: the powr of priviledg in the brotherhood ;.as neither. 


the powr of priviledy in the brethren , doth. prejadice the power of © 


Ags. 14. x5, Povernment in the Elders 3 but they may. fweerly agree together . 
i Cons. 7* as Wee may fee in the example of the Apoftles. furnifhed with the. 
a hee Ee 3 iS a4 ~ 

# Cor.2, 6,7 preatelt churck-powr, who took in the concurrencé’ 8 confent of 


the brethren in church-adminiftrations .. 


Allo 


) Of the maintenance of Church Ofte 
Alf that Scripture ,2 Cor 2.9» & chap 10:6. doe declate, that © Fae 
kyhat the churches wereto act & doeinthele matters, they were Beige 
to. doe in a way of obedience , & that not only tothe direction of Hebr. 13. 
che Apoftles , but alfo of their ordinary Eldets tae ae 
II From the premiffes , namely , that the ordinary powt of ae 
Government belonging only to the elders 5 powr of priviledg re- Bf 

maineth with the brotaerhood , (aspowr of judgment in matters.o 

cenfure , & powr of liberty, in matters of liberty: ) Ir followeth s 
that inan organick Church , ¢ right adininiftcation; all church acts, a 
proceed after the manner of amixt adminiftration ,fo asnocburck | ee 
ag can be comummated, or perfected without the confent of bothy 


HIE TESTE 2 
| CHAP : XI. | . ae 
- Of the maintenance of Conrch Officers « 


| He -Apoftle concludes , that neceffary & fufficient maintenance 

1 2 is due untothe miniftets of the word: from the law of nature ee 
1 &: nations., from the law of Mofe¢} the equity thereof, as allo the 3%. 10, 19 a 
‘ule ofcommon reafon. moreover the {cripture doth not only call * Tim. 5.38 gy 
Elders labourers ,& workmen, but alfo {peaking of them doth fay, ©+!s.6 6 
‘that the laboureris worthy of his #:re : & requires that he which is 7 

| taught inthe word , Should communicate to hum,in all good things; eae 
| & imehtions it as.an ordinance of the Lord , that they which preach «Tim. 5, 18; 
the Golpel , fhould live of the Golpel ; 8¢ forbideth the muzling of . 
the mouth of the ox . that treadeth out the corn 


2° The Scriptures alledged requiring this maintenance as 2 
Bounden’ duty , & ave dep: , & not asa matter of almes , & free gift 

therefore people are not at hberty to doe-or not to doe, what 8, 

when they pleas in this matter , no more then in any other 
commanded duty , & ordinance of the Lord: but ought of duty , to. | if 
 mimifter of their caraull rainzs to them , that labour amongft them FCS."5 3 ? 
in the word & doétrine, as well as they ought to pay any other work re 
men fheir wages 5 of to difcharge & fatiffie their other debts, orto. y. 7 ® 
| fubmitthemielyes to obferve any ottier ordinance of the Lord's... 8! (s""4 a 
a. ee Apoftle, Gal: 6,6 - ipjoyning that he which is taught Gals. 6:6 oo 
communicate to him that teacheth vs i good. rings :dothnot leave | 
“it arbitrary, webat.o: how ee i rman fhall give, or in what pro- oo 


Portion e bb but 
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CxS Of Maitenaee Bee Of Admiffonof members. 
| but even the later, as well as the former, is preferibed & appointed 
3 —T * by the Lord. 9 1 aT 
iat 4 Not only. members of Churches, bat al char are tasghe in 
Galet.6.@ #12 word, ate to contribute unto him that teacheth, in all good» 

are ~ thiags. In cafe that Congregations are defeCtive in. their contributi- 

_ &k&, 6.3.4 ous, the Deaconsareto call upon themto doe their duty : iftheir call | 
fufficeth not, the church by her powr is to require it of their members, 
&where charch-pow through the corruption of men, doth nut, or 
caijot attaine the end, the Magiltrate is to fee miniftry be daely pro-. 
vided for, as appeares from the commended example of Nehemiah .. 
The Magiftrates are nurfing fathers, & nurfing mothers, 8 ftand.- 
charged withthe cuftody of both Tables ; becaute it is becter to pre-_ 
vent a fcandal, that it may not come & eafier alfo , then'to remove ie 
2 Cor. $3.13 when itis given. Its moft fnitable to Rule, that by the churches care, 
" each man fhould, know his proportion according to rale, what he 

{hould doe, before he due it , that fo his iudgment & heart may be. 
fatisficd.in what he docth , 8 juft offence prevented in what is done, 


SRALDSARA ROL ODES ERE RODS RAO DR ARABS” 


CHAP: XII. _ : 
Of Admiffion of members into the Church» 


6.Chtdn.27. fa doors of the Churches of Chrift upon earth, doe not by Gods 
ze be cui 2 appointment ftand fo wide open , that all forts of people good’ 
or bad, may freely enter therein at their pleafure ; but {uch as are ad- 
mitted therto, as members ought to be exzmined & tryed firlt ; whe- 
pakeus ther they he fit & meet to be received into church-fociety ,or nor., 
37 The Eynuch of Zthiopia, before his admiffion was examined b 
Rev.a.a Philip , whether he did beleive on Jefis Chriff with all his heart the_ 
A@s9.26, Angel ofthe church at Ephefus is commended, for trying fach as 
faidthey were Apoftles & were not. There is like reafon for try- 
ing of them that profefS rhemfelyes to be beleivers . 3 oe 
The officers -are-charged with the keeping of the doors of ths- 
Church, & therfore are ia {pecial mafier ta make tryall ofthe fit- 
oe : nes of {uch who enter. Tivelve Angels arefer at the gates of the Tem" 
Nie A&a. 38 to ple, left uch as were Ceremonially saclean fhould enter therinto . 4 
i. Gis ¢ 8.37 2 The things which axe requifire to be foundin all church: 
| Mendes are, Repentance fron fin, &. faith in elas Chrift. 
* And’? 


Meh .13 17 


Ifay . 49. 23 


Rev. #4, x2 
% Chr 23.19 


_ Of Admiffion of members into the Church. ae 
nd therfore thefe are the things wherof menare to beexamincd at. 
their admiffion into the church , & which then they muft profefs & 
hold forth in {uch fort, as may fatilfie rational chayity, that the things - 
-arethere indeed. Iohn Baptift admitted men to Bapti{m , confeffing "+ 3-*- 

& bewayling their finns: & of other itis {aid » that they came, & Ads 1928, 
- wonfeffed, & fhewed their deeds . 
3 - Theweakeft mea/ure of faith is to be accepted in thofe that 
j defire to be admitted into the church: becauf weak chriftians if 
juncere, have the (ubSiauce of that faith; repentance & holinefs which 
J is required ti: church members : & {uch have moft zeed of the ordi- 
-nances f.r their confirmation & growth in grace. The Lord Jefas Mtr 12.20. 
would not quench the fmoaking flax, nor breake the brifed reed , 
but gather the tender lambes in his arms, & carry them gently in © - qi 
his bofome Such charity & tendernefs is to be ufed, as the weakefh g 
-shriftian if fincere, may not be excluded , nor difcouraged. Severity 
ef examination is tobe avoyded. | | 

4 In cafe any through exceffiye fear, or other infirmity, be 

_gmable to make their perfonal relation of their {pirituall eftate in pub- 

lick , itis fufficient that the Elders having received private fatisfacti- 
on, make relation therof in publick before the Medes they teftifying 
‘their affents therunto ; this being the way thet tendeth moft to edif- 
sation. Bat wheras perfons are of better abiliryes , there it is moft cx- 
-pedient, that they make their relations , & confe/fions perfonally with Ril 56. 56. 
their own mouth, as David profeffeth ofhimfelfe. | | am 
5 A perfonall & publick confejfion , & declaring of Gods 
‘manner of working upon the foul, is both lawfull , expedient , & 
ufefull in fandry refpects, 8& upon fundry grounds. Thofe three 
thonfands . A@ts .2 «37.41. Before they were admitted by the 
Apoftles, did manifeft that they were pricked in their hearts at Peters 
{éermon , together with earneft defire to be delivered from their finns, 
which now wounded their confciences , & their ready receiving of Z 
the word of promifeand exhortation. Wee are tobe ready to render ay 
a teafon of the hope that isin us, to every one that afketh us: therfore 1 Per $-zs 
‘wee muft be able and ready upon any occafion to declare & fhew 
our repentance for finn, farth wnfaineds co effectuull cakang , becaufe 
thefe are the reafon of a well gronnded hope. I haye nct hidden 
aby righteoufaets frem the great congregation . Pfal:40. 19. 
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Of Admiffion of wie nbers intethe Churcoe =» 

: a Cran by Ge ‘< a i mittee ® teri 2 CES . {ec se eS te | 
60 This profeffion of faith & repentance, as it muft be made 
by firch at their aaniifjioa that Were never in Church-fociety before: 

{nothing hindreth, but the fame way alfo be petformed by fach as 


~ 
, 


have formerly been members of fome other church, & the church to 
which they now joyn themfelves as members, may lawfully require 
the fame. Thofe three thoufand . Acts. 2° which made ‘their con- 


Mott .3.5.6 feflion, were mebers of the church of the Jeewes before, fo were they 
Gillat.2.4 that were baptifed by~ John. Churehés® may err in their admiffion > 
€7i0.5-74 Be perfons regularly admitted , may fall into offence Otherwile. if 


Churches night obtrude their members, or ifchurch-members might 
obtrude themfelyes upon other churches, without due tryall, the mat- 
- cet fo requiring, both the liberty of churches would hereby be infring- 
éd,in that they might not exaraine thofe, conceting whofe fitnefs for 
communion , they were unfariffied : & befides the infringing of their 


Gas .8.8 [berty , the churches themfelves would fiayuidably be corrupted, & 


es 


Mett.7 


the ordinances defiled, whilft they might not refufe , but muft re- 
écive the unworthy : which is contrary unto. the Scripture , reaching 
chat all churches ate fiffers , & therfore CSAS a ea es, te 
“ @  ’'Thelike tryallis to be required from fach members of the 
éhurch, as were-born in the fame , or received their memberthip, & 
were baptized in their inf. ancy, or minority , by vertue of the covert 
of their parents, when being etown up finite yeares of difcretion they 


‘42 fhall defireto be inade purtakets ofthe Lords flipper + tato'which, 


£Cot, 13.27 becaufe holy things muftnot be given unto ‘the unworthy’, therfore it 


js requifit . that thefe as well as others »thould come'to their try all & 
eerniationy & manifett their faith & repentance by aropen provelli- 
on therofheforethey are rettived to the Lords fipper, ée acherwile 
not to be be'adraitted'there ante’. TN ee ty cg 
®- Yet chefe Church-members that were to bora, or received in theit 
' childhiod, before*they are capaole ace foade pattakers “fh 
e6muinion, havemahy priviledges which others “Dot CaurGhanebers 
have for :théy ate in covenant with God; Have the leale'thevof upos 
‘ ¢hem; «7. Baptilme ; & fo if not regenerated , yet aie in a mort 
hopefull way ah actaite regenerating grace, & allthe fpiritival blef 


«& 


-. Gnos both'of the covenat & feal ; they are alf> under Churca-watcb 
oO : ? > 


- & confequently fubje&:, to the reprebenfions , ad noaitions , & cen 
{ares therof, for their healing and amendment, a5 need {hill require. 
| Chap : 
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| ty canfe but ought to live & dwell together: foras much as they are’ 


| whole : 


| & places when countell: may be had.,»to confult-with the:Churehiv 
» wherof they,are;members..abour their. removall. that accordinoly» 


Of the removal. of Church-membersc 

PALE LEE Bide dabidd ¢- bd ddihdd AB eQES BO - 
PORES EE Gta ddd dtd dated gi dddgd eign 
PISO GCS} CHAP: XIII. seh 

OF Church-memtbers: their removall from 
oue Church tc.another , & of letters 

Suiscsided lars 6 recomentation, & difwsiffion eS | " 
{ ‘Hurch-members may NOt remove or depart from the Charch o 3 * 
\~ & jo.one from another as they pleafe, nor without juft & weigh=: Hebr, ya, 24 


' Ve 
ee 


- €Omanded:, not to forfake the affembling..of themfelves together ¢ ) 
| Duh departuse, tends ‘tothe diflolution & fnine ofthesbodyl:.ae ¢ 282 @ 


the “pulling of ftones, & pceces of timber from the building, & off 
members. from the natural body.,tend’to the detriQio., of he e s..ka 


2; «Itistherfore the duty of Church-members, in fuch times: 


Prov. rn ig 


they haying their approbation, may be incouraged or otherwife de=* 


fit They who are joyned. with confent , fhould tot depart with-> 


out confent,, except forced therunto . 


- 


th 


3, Ifa members depariure be manifeftly unfafe; and finfall, y.:% Aeon 
gt ae ; . he <. 4. 4 
e church may.notconfent: themnto + for in {o doing’ they fhould 1 Tim 5/33. 


bot.ain faith’: & fhould pertake with him in his finn’. If the cafe: 4%* *#:14 
be doubrfill, & the perfon not tobe perlwaded ; it feemeth beft to 


leave the matter unto Gad »& not forcibly to detaynhim, #900 


| Ge, JuftrealSs for a mébers removali of himfelfe from the chuéch 


are, Ifa man cdnot continne without partakig in: (i. 12 In cafe oh a 
of per[onall perfecution,{o Paul departed from the defciples at*‘Damaf * ver39, 38 
cus. Alfo , in cafe of generall perfecution,” when all are {cattered-.. chap 8 rn 


i 


‘411 In cafe of real, & not only pretended , want of competent fubfif yene ¢ ee 


‘] ence, adoor being opened for better fupply in another place, toge- 


; 
) 


H 


| 


holy fellow fhip , or out of copeivon{nd{s, ok for greater inlargements 2 Tim 


ier, with the-meanes of {pirituall edification «in thefe, or like cafes; 
amember may lawfully remove, & the church cannot lawfnlly de> 
‘tayne him . , pibetie hy 
“9° © To'feperate ftom a Chureh, eyther out of contempr of theig 
with juft greife to the church ; or out of (clsfimes ot frame of iove 3 8 Ry igi as 
out of a {piritof contention in refpe& df forbe unkindne; ot fome evill Jude! Tgue 


only conceived, Ce | Pine wor ape in 
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“Of the Removal of Cherchmensbers ieee 
teh g.0.¢ @ indeed, i@ the Church which might & flhould be rolerated & hed 
Posie ed wath a {pint of meeknel:, & of which ey:ll thechurch is nor yet cO- 
“ee? yinced, ( thoagh perhaps himfelfc bee) nor admonifhed : for theie of 
Like realons to withdraw from publ.ck c6munion, in word, or icaless 
or cenfures, is unlawfull & finfull . 
aty 55.8 & . Such members as have orderly removed their habitation 
Aéte 9.36 OUZhtto joyn themfelves unto the churca in order, where they doe — 
Ea? inbabit if it may bee. otherwile, they can neyther perform the du- 
tyes, nor receive the priviledges of members ¢ {uch aaexa vple tolera- 
ted in fome, is apt to corrupt others 3 which if many fhould follow, — 
@ Core4.:$ would rhreaten the d.flolution & cunfufion of churches, contrary to 
: the Scripture . | : : : 
Aa&e.8.27 7 Ocder requires, that a member thus removing, have letters 
te|t.monia! 5 7 of asjrosjjren trom the charch wherof he yet is, unto the 
church whe-unto he defireth to be joyned, leit the church fh uld be 
deluded g thar che church may rece.ve him in faith 5 & not be corrupt- 
ed by receiving deceivers, & talte brethren. Untill the perfon dil- ° 
miffed be rece.ved into another church, he cea/eh sor by his letters 
‘of difmiflion to bea member of the church wherof hewas, The 
church cafot make a member no member but by excd.nun.cation « ¥ 
Ren i6.t. 8 Ifa member be called to remove only for atime, whete a 
3 cot 3+, Church is, letters of Recomiindarion are requifice, & fufficient for 
coin inion w.th that church, in the ordinance, & in their watch: as 
-Phoebde,a fervat of the church at Cenciirea,had letters writté for her to 
the church of Rome, that {hee might be received,as bec reth faints . 
9 Such letters of Kec emmendation & at mar ffion were written 
for Apollos: For Marcus to the Colofia ; for Phoebe to thé Romae- 5 


445.18.27. for fiidry others to other churches, & che Apottle tellech us, that fome | 


135: ae; 4x ? i es : 5 , , 
Sameamael " " - a ae: - highs pale eer ee er ne eee NE AT: See ’ sualass pa lata nese 
| ’ ee i tea = - wai et eee ee f 5 . Er. 
= reg RA at a Sey eu " Bias fo Tors _ reps “$09 ena) oe OBEY <== AEE ee i Sea ‘o 
leiehigiat opiabis «i I ange ae Sine Sern. Sap ie eee ernie aia ° partes ese See a oper ° 
saan ili a 
Te a 2 ES 


> Bon 63 perfons, not fufhcently known other wifey have {pecial need of iuca 
4 eGo. 353. letters thouzh he for bis part had ne need therot . The ule of ther is 
to bea benefit, & help to the party for whom they are write; & for 
. i the furthering of his rece.,y ng amongit the Saints im the pl.ce whe.te. 
a de goeth; & the duc tatsfaction of them in their recewwing of him . 
4 Peete ete rere ret cee ea sata a ERAT ata ie oe 
al MES CHAP. XIV, 
, | Of excommunication ee other Cenfures 2 . 
ae Ents $4 7 He Cenfie-es of the chu:ch, are appointed by Chriff, for the pre= 
da = - A. yent.ng, removing, | ie 
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| Of Exeommunication O otber (onfareso ar 
& healing of cflences in the C burch : for the reclayming & gayming Indes 29. 
of offending brethren ; for the deterring of others trom tbe Like ofice- Some a, 
€5: for purging oat the leaven which may infeét che whole lump: for Kun. 2.24 
qind.catiiig the honout of Chritt, & of bis chucch; & the holy profel- neva 
fion of the gufpel : & for preventing of the wrath of God, that may: > bor al 
j juftly fall upon the churcis, if they Should {uffer his covenant, & the 
jeales therof, to be prophaned by notorious & obftinate offenders 
2 If an oftence be preps (one brotber oftend.ng another the siat.g.2909% 
offender is to goe, & acknowledg his repentace tor ‘tunto his offend= 8-27-34 
ed beocber, who is then to forgive him, but if he offender negle&t of 
- gefuje to doc it, the brother oftéded is to goe, & cOvince & admonifls yore, 98.19 
him of it, between themfelves privatly : sf therupon the offenderbee = 
- broughc to repent of his oftéce, the admon.fher hath won his brothers 
— bucif the offender beare not his brother,the brother offended is to take 
~ @vith bim one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnel= 
es, every word may be eftabl’fhed, ( wirether the word of admonition 
5 the offender receive it, or the word of complaint, if be refule it :) for vy we. 
st he refule it, the offéded brother is by the mouth of the Elders torell : 
the church . & if he heare the church. & declare the Jame by pemtet 
econfetfion, he is recovered & gayned 5 & it the church dicern him te 
be willing to hear , yet not tully cOv suced of bis offerice, as in cale« € Tit. g. 1H 
herely 5 ‘I hey-are to difpéce to him a publick admonition 5 which de- 
claring the Ufféder to ly under che publ.ck c ficnee of the church, doth 
the: by with-hold or fufpend nm from the koly fellow fh.p of the 
Lozds fapper, tll nis ofte:ce be removed by peuitent cotcihons H he 
gil) cuntiive’obftinate they are to caft him out by eXCOMUNICAtion es 
es Butaf the oftéce be mozep.swuck at firlt.6c ofa mete vetmous y Cor 9. ay 
Coc imitali nat ay «to Wily fach as are Condéned by the light of natures 5% ¥ 1% 
then the church w thout iuch yraduall proccedings ts: tu calt out the 
éftender, trom their hely cOmunion, forthe further moit.fying of hm — 
Ginn & the healing of his toulles in the day. of the Lord Jelus'. 3 
la dealing with an ufiéder, great care isto be také, thatavee 
'] be nether overitadct of rgorouss Nor Loo indulgent or remils: dur. p:d- 
1 cced.ng bere.n ou, lic to be with a iparit of meeknels, confidering our 
J klves kit wee alfu berépted 3 & that the belt of us have need of mich ayic 4. 246 
torg ynef, fromthe Lod ¢ Yer the wig & bealig of the ofieders foul, cet ws 


¢ 


v 166 


Galees & te: 


Pa 


Ezck 13. 1@. 


be np the end of thete cdeavours, wee muftnot daub wito fitempered fuses 
sorter, nor beal che wounds of our brethren flagktly + ondume dave 
Comp.llid others fave wilh leat » Cece § while 
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228 . Oj Excopsmbnication, & other Cenfuersy. 
- aS ~ , 7h ae Pana i~ 


Mate 18.17), “90 ¢ 0 Whilethe offender temayns excémunicate;the Churehig to, 
ri ean refrayn from all snembe “LRe communion withhim in { pinitaa Il things, 
0” &alfo from all familias cOmunid, with him in civil things, farther ther. 
aries 4 tHe necelfity: of natural, or domettical, ; or civil relatios doe requie: &, 
® ~~» 4. tare therfore to. forbear toeat & drike withhim,thgt he maybe ; fhamds 
“6%. sExcOmunication. being a (pirituall punifment, it doth, hot 
. Prejudice the excémunicate in, nor deprive him of his cyl righ’sy 8c. 
ett x) therfore toucheth not: princes:s: or other magiftrates, in. point of their 
_ SCera4s24 civil dignity.or authority And , the excOmunicate being bar asa 
Se _ , Publicam&:a heathen’, heathens being, dawdully, permitted to, come, ” 
a Ther: 14 TO hear the word in chatch affemblyes siweeacknowledg tagrfore,.the 
like liberty of ‘hearing the word, may be permitted to perlons excome 
: municate., thatis perimitted:unto heathea..) And becaufe Wee arenot ~ 
without hope of his recovery, Wee are not.to account hismas an ene4 
my but tu'admonifh hiniasabrothers 5... ,. : Se 


4 
a CFs, 7,8 Pfhis finn , & judging-of himfelfe, giving glory unto,Gad;theChurch 
| isthen tofor give him.; 8 to comfort him, & to restore him to, the 
wonted brotherly communion swhich formerly heinjoyedwith them, 
@etes s $20 Thefuffiing-of prophane or fcandalous livers to. continue 
Reva.r4, in-fellowfhip, 8 partake:in the facraments, is doubrlefs.a great finn in 
75 -ver. 20 thofethat have power in their hands to redrefs it ;&-doeit not. Ne- 
Mat a3 3. verthele{s , inafmuch' as Chrift & his Apoftles in their times , & the 
ans'3-*" Prophets & other'godly intheirsydid lawfully partake of the Lords 
commanded ordinances inthe Jewifh church , & neyther taught nor 
@ o> » pra@ifed feperation from the fame’, thoughunworthy ones Were per= | 
“ss mitted therin ; 8 inafmuch as the faithfull in the church of Corinth ‘ 
whetin were many unworthy, perfons, & practifes , are. never com= 
Sie 1, Manded ‘to abfent themfelves from the Sactaméts , becaufe of the 
~ fame : therfore the godly inlike cafes, are not. prefently to feperate..4 
9" ° As feperation from fuch a Church wherin prophae & {cana 
» .,- dalousilivers are tolerated, is not prefently neceffary. : fo for the mem- 
~~ berstherof, otherwife worthy ,hereupon to abfain from communi> 
yar vt eating with fucha church yin the psa ciaiy the Sacraments, is: 
- 083° unlawful .\ For as it were unreafonable for an ifocent perfon to be: | 
Senx8.25. punifhed , for the faults ofother, wherin he kath no hand , & whers; 
unto he gave no confent : foe is it more unreafonable ,thata godly 
- : ait ei ade iu Man. 


Pe 


ein Mhould neple@® dary, 8 punith himfelfe innot ¢Sming for his 

portion in the bleffing of the féales-, as he otight, becaufe others are. 

{hfféred t6 Come , that ought not: efpecially, confidering that himfelfe 

doth neyther confent to their finn; nor to their approching to the-or- 
@iuancéin their finn, nor to the negle& of others who fhould put 5 9i¢ 
ghem'away, & doe not: bur on the ‘contrary doth heartily mourn for 
| thefe things, modeftly 5 feafonably ftitr up others to'doe their dutye 
‘Ifthe Church canns: ve veformed, they may ufé their liberty as is {pes 
Gified ,chap © 13 fect :4°. But this all the godly are bound unto, ever 
-éyery one to do his indeavour,’ according to his powr & place, that 
‘the unworthy may be duely proceeded againft, by the Church to 
-ghom this matter doth appertaine- cagetaa nt im 
| pe ee TTY «2S | CHAP: XV. | ae 


OF the comunion of Churciees one with another « 


| A Lthough Churches be diftin , & therfore may not beconfoid?. sy 
| &* edone with another:8¢ equall, 8 therfore have not dominion one pian ‘ 3” 8 
over another : yet all the churches ought to preferye Church-commn- Kom 16. 16% 
 pionone witb another, becaule they are all united unto Chrift, not on= Ads 15 Aes 
_dyas amyftieall, butas a politicall head; whence is derived #commue P*¥ 2-8 

BD Jinn-fuieablerBermedide pisin mca copels gnib Re per. eee 
2 <The vemannion of Churches isexercifed fandry wayes + 

.q/. By away of mutual care in caking thought for one anothers © ®-F 

wellfiresici2 7 7igt te ores :3. bot Shot 

“a1 By way of Con{elration one with another, when wee have occa- 

fionto requirethe judgment & countell of other churches, touching 

any perfon, of Cauie wnerwith they may.’ be better acquainted then 

| our elves’. oAs the church of AntioeA confulted with the Apoftles , 

. @ Elders of the church at lerufalem, about the queftion of cirenmei- 

- ion of the gentiles, & about the talle ceactiers that broached that doc- 
trine eInwhich cafe, wien any: Church wauteth light or peace a- 
miongftthemielves, itis a way of communion of chur¢hes(«ccording, Ate 35.96« 
co the word ) to meet t ether by their Elders & other meffengers : 
in'a fynod, tocovfider & argue the poitits in doubt, or difference, 8 *****" ef 
haveing found our the. way of truth & peace, to commend the-fame - 

by their letters & meflengers to the churchesy whom the fame may 

Concern « Cece : But 


AGs 19.8) 
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_ Bat ifa Church be rent with divifions amongft themfelves, or ly tna 
: der.aay open {candal, & yet refafe to confalt with other churches , for. 
healing or removing of the fame ; it isa matter of jatt offence both to 
the Lord Jefus, & to other churches, as bewraying too much want of 
mercy & faithfulnefs, not to feck to bind up the breaches & wounds 
"of the church & brethren ; & therfore the ftate of fiich a church call- 
eth aloud upon. other churches, to excercife a fuller a& of brotherly 

sommunion, to witt, by way of zdzzonition. Yawk 
“11x Athird way then of cOmunion of churchesis by way of adi0« 


vition to witt, in cafe any publick offéce be found in a church, which 
<<: they either difcern not, or are flow in proceeding to ufe the medes for, 
jen ~ 1 the removing &€ healing of. Paul had no authority over Petex, yet. 
ee . " e a ; 
when he faw Peter not walking with a right foot, he publickly re- 
buked him before the church ‘though churches have no more autho< 
rity one over another, then one Apoftle had over another ; yet as one. 
Apoftle might admonifh another, fo may one church admonifh ano- 
ther, & yet without ufurpation . In which cale, if the church that #8 
aiabas cis eth under offence, do not harken to the church which doth ad:nonif 
_16.47.. by her,the churchis to aquait other neighbour-churches with that offéce, « 
‘erertion which the offending church ftill lyeth under, together with their neg- 

2 le& of the bricheily admonition given unto them; wherupor’thofe 
other churches are to joyn in feconding the admonitid formerly givé: 
and if ftill the offéding church continue in obftinacy & -impenitencys 

they may forbear communion with them; & are to proceed to make 
wle of the help of a Synod, or counfell of neighbour-churches walkie 
orderly (ifa greater cafior conveniétly be had) for their convi@ion ° 
If they bear not the Sytiud, the Synod having declared themto be ob- 
ftinate, particular churches, approving & accepting of the udemés - 
of the Synod, are to declare ibe fentence of non-c6munion refp | 
ively concerning them : 8& therupon out of a religious cate to keep — 
if Own communion pure, they may jaftly withdraw themfelyes 
from participation with them at the Lords table, & from fach other 
acts of haly cOmaniori, as the communion of churches doth otherwife : 
allow, & require. Nererthelef, if any members of {uch a church as 
lyeth under publick offence ; doe not ‘confent to the offence of the 
church, bur docin due fort beare witnefs againft it, they are ftill ta 
Gan 18.25. be received to wonted communion : for itis not equall , that the in-i 


Recent fhould fuffer with the offenfive . = a 
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: Of the Commugion of Charches . ee ay 
1 -Yeafurthermore ; if fuch innocent members after due wayting ie 
the ufe of all good meanes for the healing of the offenee of their 
~own church, fhall at Jatt ( with the allowace of thecountel of negh- 
‘bour-churches ) withdraw. from the fellowfhip of their own chute =, 

& offer themfelves to the fellowfhip of another; wee judgeit law, << & 
fill for the other church to receive them ; being otherwife fit) as if | 
they bad been orderly difmiffed to them from their.own church. : 
av A fourth way of communion of churches , is by way of parstci- Fe 
_ paison 3 the members. of one church e¢cafionallycomming unto amt | | 
other, wee willingly admicr chem to partake with us atthe Lords 
table, it being the feale of our communion not only with Chrift, nor 
j only with the members of our own church, but alfo with all the 
churches of the faints: in which regard, wee refafe not 10 baptize 
their children prefented tous, if either their own mitiifterbe ablent, 
or dich a fruite of holy fellowfhip be defired with as. 1u'like ‘cafe 
-Aueh churches as are firmfhed with more minifters thenone,doe wit ee 
lingly afford one of their own minifters to fupply the place of an al» ; se 
fent or fick minifter of another church for a needtull {eafon . | 

v. A fifth way of Church-communionis, by way of recamcndation Rom 16.25, 
| when a member of one church hath occafiin to fefide in anothet 
Church ;.if but fer a feafon, wee cémend him to their watehfill fel 
Jewth’p by letters of recommendation : bat if hé be called to fettle ‘e. 
| bis abode there, wee commit him according to his defire, to the figl+ 445 18. 
lL. wfhip of their covenant, by letters of difmiffion . 
vi Afixt way of Church-communion , isin cafe of Weed, tomb ae 
mifter rel-efe & fuccory one unto another : either of able members A&s 11. % eB 
to furnifh them’ with officers ; or of outward fupport to the mecefli- vers 29. 7 
}tyes of poorer churches ; as did the churches of the Gentiles contri. Ke #3. cot @ 
bute Liberally to the peor faints at Terufalem . | i ae 
3. When a compay of beleivers purpofe to gather into church AH ae 
fellowfhip, it isrequifite for their fafer proceeding , 8c the maintain- | 
ing of the communion of churches , that they fignifie their intent un- 
to the neighbour-churches; walking atcording unto the order of rhe Gaile 25708, 
Gofpel , & defire their pretence, & belp, & right handof fellowfhip +. ata 


POFiIon * 


which they ought readily to give unto them , when their is no juft 
|caufe of excepting again their proceedings . 


4. - Befides thele feverall wayes of communion, there is alfo a be 
way-of propagation of churches ; when a church fall grow too mt i 
qiMOD | RD merons : g 


“SLy go..20! TRETOUS;, it isa tray, & fut feafon, t ) > Curren Ou 
eye 8.859 other by feriding forrh fuch of heir mébers as are willing tu removes 
& to procure fonie ‘officers to them ,. as ‘may enter sv ith ‘them into 
Ciiedh Subs aroneft’themfelves: as Bees, when the hive 1s tuo fll, 
- $ffue forth by fwarmes 5 & ate gathered into other hives, foe the 
: Churches of Chrift may doe the {ame upon like neceflity 5 8 therin 


to propagate one Chureh out ofan 


r hold forth to thé the right hand of fellowfhip, both ia thew gather 
inginto a church; & in the ordination of their officers « | 


SIGHED GH HERES EE LEE saeededene Hadide 
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pbs axvtarhe Of Synods ._ ) 
ape SOA S Ynods orderly, affembled., & rightly :proceeding according te 
ftg iy.2. XY. the pattern, A@s. 15. wee acknowledg:asthe ordinance of 
Chrift:'& thougb'not abfolutely neceffary to the ‘being, yet many 
times, through, the iniquity of men, & perverfnefs of times. necefla- 

ry to the wel-being of churches. for the eftablifhment of truth, 

peace therip dither gat dyva'a 1943 a, 

wf) a Z  Syntods, being {pirimall 8 ecclefiafticall . affemblyes, are 
hertore madeup of {pirituall &, ecclefiafticalk.caufes « The next eff- 

- cient caufe.of themginder, Chriftgis.che powr of the churches, fend- 
Agts 15253 42S forth theic Elders,sother meflengers 5 who being mett together 
. in thename of Chrift , are the matter of the Synod: & they in argue- 

i ing, debating & determining matters of religion aceording to the 
vers 71023 word, & publithiag the fame to, the, churches whom: it concerneth, 
A ab doe.put forth the proper & founall.ads ofa Synod to, the conv.ctid 


Acs 164-45 of eccours, & herelyesy &_the eftablidhmenthol tyush 6 pedeedin the 
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Churches, whichis the.end,of aSyneds ; os muda vag 2)" 
a 3 Magiftrates, haye powr to call a Synod sby. calling to the 
2Chron 29, Churches, tofend forth their. Elders & other meffengets, to countel 
owesore. & aft them Jn mtaitters of, religion :!bat yet the,confijeuting of a 
fay i. Synod, isa.charch act .&, may, be trasiasted by the ebuiches » even 
et syben civil_magiltyates shay, be eagmnjes to, Churches. cto -churehs 

e - ¢ tr og pehiet Ate ee > 


) ®-atlemblyes 4 {$804 38. clod 3B sonsisre eds g1tlob % , glare 
: ato Syapds.& couifels,to-debare& deter 


ne 


<i 


| 4... Ie belangeth: 
aaty ‘ eis . i: ime ~~ Fy gre : 3 ' ; shes se 8 ? 
aGs 35-1) mine controyerfies of faith; & cafes of .con{ciéce pto cleave front rhe 


6, 7. - At 1 . ” ete F a* 5 a 3 * 
iz.e3. Word holy dire@ions forthe holy worlhapot God, & goad govern 
} meear of the chycch ;ta, beae.witveb, agaia} jnabad onoitiption de 
- ee ue % ag aem Sim Bie Raw ot ti we ¥ Swe = - i, % : \, 
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BD esAeile bh tied eh encalt cist Ais cite tg bb 2 Bhren 29, 
| Corruption in do@rine or maiiers in any particular Chureli'; & to 6.7.” i 
give directions fot the reformatign thetof : Not to exercise Chitich= | * 35-74 
€entures in way of difci line , tof any other act of church-authority * ,, 


~ * : 4 


or juriidi@ion : which that prelidentiall Synod didforbeates° 
“g .. The Synods dire@tions & determinations , fo farrasconfo-- 
nant to the werd of God, aré to be received ‘with reverence & fub-"_ 
miffion ; not only for their agreement therwith (which isthe prinei- 
pal ground therof, & without whch they bind’nor‘at, all: ) but alf” > Y 
{econdarily’, for the powr wiierby they are made, ag being an ordi- *°* » *% 
nance of God appointed therunty in tis word. wie “er 4 ae 
6" Becanfe it is difficalt, ifnot impoffible, for many churches . 


fro com altogether in one place, ‘mall their meBersuiiverfally therfore |, ve wy 
chey may abiemble Hy theit delegates ‘or meffeivers, as the church of = 

Antioch weit notallto Idrulalem; bat iSne felect nen fot that pur= "Aas 15. p 

pote. — -Becaufe noné ate or fhSuld be more fit to'know the ftate 

of the churches , nor to advifé of Wwayes for the good  thetcof: then” #73: = 

felders ; therfore it is fitc'that’in the cHuice of the ineffenpers fox fuch *: #" + 

jafletmblies, they have {pecial refpe@ ‘deo fitch’ Yetin as much as not” ee. 

foly Paul & Barnabas, but cerrayn others all were feritto Terufaletn he Be 3 
from Antioch. “A@s 19. & when they were come to Ierufalém, nut. , 
only the Apoftles & Elders, but other brethren alfo due affemble , 8¢ 

Preet about the matter ; therfore Synods are to confift both of Elders, 

poe other churcli-members, endued with gifts, & fent by the churches, 


not’ excluding the prefence of ‘any bicthien ‘inthe churches.” } 
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Of the Civil AL agistrates powr i 


OFT is lawful ;profirable . 8 neceffary for chriftians. to eather as 
YA themfelves into Church eftite, &»therin to. exercife'all the%r- +. 
Felinacés. of chrift according unto the word, although the donfent: of Ada, 4m47 
Magiftrate could not be had therunto ; becanfe the Apoftles 8: chiti- S47? * 

Pans in their time did frequently thus:practife, when the Magiftrates, 
Poiagialbiofthem, Jewith or pagan 8 muftly. perlecucity’ cre: 


hiesy 
auld give:no countenance of cunfént to: dach mattersest si, Rite 
5 t . f 6 ay | oo og r € 4 
@2 oe Chicch-government' {tahdsdn no oppoiitionta aiyil.govens: + 
Pecupef cOmoa-welths, nar any intrenghethupon the authdrity of Jube 12.3 
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Civil Migiftraies ia thew jurifd ctions 5 nor any whit weakneth their 
bands in. goveriiiay 5 st rather ftrengthvedh then , & furthereth the | 
peaple m yielding more heatty & confcionable ob-dience ato the: ,- 
whitfoever fome ill affected perlon’ to the wayes of Chrift havefig- . 
grefted, to aliemite the afectiow of Kings & Princes fromthe ordi- 
nances of Chrift; asif thekingdonsof Chrift iw his church could nos 
rile & ftand, without the falling & weakning of their: government , 
which is alfo of Chrift: wheras the contrary is moft true, that they 
may both ftand together & flourifh : the one being helpfull unta the 
other, in their diftinG 8¢ due adminiftrations. ae re 
3 Thepowr-& aathority of Magiftcates 1s not for the reftrai- 
ing of churches, or any other good workes, but for helping im & fur- 


, thering therof’; & therfore the confent & countcnance of Magiftiares. . 
" when it may be had, isnot to be Meighted, or lightly efteemed ;but 


on the congrary ; it is part of that hon:ur die to chriftian Magiftraves 
to defire &. crave their cenfent 8e apprabatioa therin : which being, 
obtayned, the churches may then proceed in theix way with muck” 
more encouragement , & comfort « ce 
Itis not in the powr of Magiftrates to compell their {ub- 
jeéts to betome church-members , & to partake at the Lords table: 
for the priefts are reproved,that brought aworthy ones into the {3€n- 
arie : then, as it was unlawfull for the preifts, 0 iris as unlawfull to be 
done by civil Magiftrates . Thefe whom the church is to cafk out ~ 
if they were in, the Magiftrate ought not thruitinto the church nat 
w hold them therine = ; | | 
ego Ms? it isunlawfull for church-officers to meddle with: the 
{word of the Magiftrate, {9 is it Hawfull for the Magiftrate to meddle 
with the work proper to church-officets « the A&ts of Moles & David, 
who were not only Prices, but Prophets, were extraordinary 5 therfore 
fotimitable. Againft fiich ufurparion the Lord witnefled, by {mit- 
ang Uzziah with leprofie; for preluning to offer incenie | 
6 © Ht isthe duty of the Magiftrate, to take care of matters of 
religion, & to improve’ his civil authority for the oblerving uf the 
duties commanded in the firft, as well as for obferving of the duties 
commarided inthe {econd table . They.are called Gods.) The end 
of the Magiftrates office, is notonly the quiet & peaceable life of tle. 
fubje&,, in matters of righteoutnels & honefty., but alfo in mattces. 
vt godiinds, yeved.all yodliacls.. Motes, Jefaaa, David, Solomiay, 
mH i Ada. 
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& devices of mens 1 Kisgs sa. 
forbidden in the word 3 yea ss.va8 ro 


to the jud 
In eke eo right ought mae So 
J oft-times a€tually he doth it not. ee pe a 
- § Idolatry, Blafphemy, Herefy, renting corrupt Sc | 

 opistons, that deftroy the foundation , open coatempt of® igen 

preached, prophanation of the Lords day, difturbing the peacoable Neb 3.2¢- 
} adminiftration Sexercife of the worfhip & hely things o God, 8 Rom vitet 

the hke, ate to be reftrayned, & punifhed by civil authority » i. 
) If any church one or more fhall grow {chifmaticall, rending: 
i {elf from the communion of other churches , or Qhall walke incor: - 
| rigibly or obftinately inany corrupt way of their gw, contrary te” 
the rule of the word ;in fuch cafe, the Magiftrate is co put forth his’, eee 
7 coercive powr, as the matcer fhall require. The tribes on this fideJo* le 
| jordan sntended to make ware agaimft the other tribesy | 

for building the altar of witnels, whom they 
fufpected to have tumed away 
therin frem. following. 
of the Lords 
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} CHAP | 
i Of the Form of Church-government in general, & that 
et 38 ome, txnni able, CF preferibed in the word of Gode 
. Of the mature of the Catholick Church 13 gency tlle 
G +h Special of a particular vipble Church e . 
Of the matter of the vifible Church, beth iu 
respect of qualsiy, & quantity 
Of the Form of avifible Chnrthe@ of Churete 
Covenani » ” 
Of the firft fubjett of Chuerch-powr, or to yhons 
Church-powr doth fu ft belong « 
Of she Officers of the Church »® pecially 
of Paftors & Teachers. 
Of Ruling Elders, & Deasons o 
Of Eleétwn of Church-Officers » | 
Of Ordination, & Impofition of handsa 
Mf the powr of ibe Church, & its preflstery @ 
Of the maintenance cf Charch Officers. 
Of the Admiffion of members intotbe Church 
Of Church-members thew removall from one Church 
to anoiherscr of letters of Reconsnzendation & difmiffione 
Of Excommuniwation, & other Chnrch-Cenfures e 
Of the Communion of Charehes one with another 
Of Syuods e 


Of the civil Magiftrates powr iv matters ecclefaftscale 


ieee.” _ Errata , 
The faslts cftaped in fome of the bookes ibs amended 
~ Note that the firft figures ftands for page the next for fine 
~pag 8 19.1 they.10. 11.4 tot, be.13.26«r admiflion. 
p-16.28. 1 Philip.17.5- 1 Acts, 19.18. 18.28 r not bee 
adel. ip. ¢ ones £ tO, Bl,2a. x convinced. 2g. 35 .rtherey 
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